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RITAIN, fighting in this war as in the last for the 

British conception of liberty, has been for five years 
under the spell of restriction and Government control. 
Individual liberty has been willingly surrendered so that 
the total war waged by Germany may be countered by 
total war. This paradox of giving up that which we most 
treasure in order that we may in the long run have that to 
treasure which we have temporarily lost is a manifestation 
of something essentially British. So, too, is our determina- 
tion to get back as quickly as possible to that political state 
in which we can preserve our liberties, ordering our lives 
in our own way and seeking in sweet reasonableness that 
compromise of all interests which has proved workable in 
the past. 

These thoughts are inspired by a brief perusal of the 
“‘ Industrial Relations Handbook’? which has just bean 
published by H.M. Stationery Office for the Ministry of 
Labour (price 3s. 6d.) This, although full of meat, is capable 
of easy digestion because it is prepared by British “‘ chefs ”’ 
and suited to the British palate. It was originally prepared 
for the use of officers of the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service, but it has now been issued for general circulation 
in the belief that the information contained in it will be of 
wider interest, particularly to employers’ organisations and 
trade unions. 

The Handbook outlines the development of trade unions 
and employers’ organisations and of collective bargaining 
from the beginning of the 19th century to the present day. 
It is pointed out that the main responsibility for the settle- 
ment of wages and conditions of employment rests with the 
joint voluntary machinery established between the organisa- 
tions representing the two sides of industry. This system of 
collective bargaining has for many years been recognised 
in this country as the method of settling wages and condi- 
tions which is best adapted to the needs of industry and 
to the demands of the national character. The system 
has produced a highly co-ordinated structure of agreed 
working arrangements which affect in the aggregate large 
numbers of workpeople. These agreements define, often 
with great precision, almost every aspect of industrial 
relations. 

The voluntary arrangements in a number of industries are 
described in the Handbook to show the considerable variety 
of methods which have been adopted, and there is a list of 
joint organisations of a standing character, such as Whitley 
Councils, which have been set up in various industries. 

The Handbook describes Trade Union legislation and the 
statutory powers of the Minister of Labour to assist in con- 
nection with trade disputes. The Ministry of Labour has a 
Conciliation staff in each Region in the country, and 
facilities for arbitration are provided through the standing 
Industrial Court or individual arbitrators appointed by the 
Minister. It has, however, been the continuous policy of 
the Ministry for many years to encourage self-government 
in industry, and no action is normally taken under statutory 
powers unless and until any agreed negotiating machinery 
has been fully utilised. The Handbook describes also the 
war-time provisions for compulsory arbitration. 

For the purpose of establishing minimum standards in 
certain industries ‘where organisation is weak, the Minister 
of Labour has powers to appoint Trade Boards and Wages 
Boards to fix legal minimum rates. The Handbook 
describes the functions of such Boards, including those 
provided for in the Catering Wages Act, 1943. 

Other subjects covered in the Handbook include War- 
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time Industrial Policy and Legislation, Holidays with Pay, 
the Cost of Living Index, Systems of Wage Payments, and 
the International Labour Organisation. 

“In the building industry,’ the Handbook says, ‘‘ the 
present machinery for negotiating and dealing with dis- 
putes has been arrived at by a lengthy process of evolu- 
tion.” The history of this evolution is traced and the 
National Joint Council for the Building Industry (with its 
area and local committees) described. War-time modi- 
fications, the Uniformity Agreement and the Holidays 
with Pay Scheme are all included in a brief but compre- 
hensive vade mecum. . 

All of this industrial machinery (designed by the industry 
as a measure of self control) has worked with a remarkable 
degree of smoothness—so much so that there has been no 
major dispute in the building industry since 1924. There 
have been several sporadic disputes involving one or more 
crafts, but these have been confined to a single area, 
mostly to a particular contract, and have not involved 
more than a few days of stoppage. This is a tribute to 
the commonsense of the employers and. operatives. 

This success is all the more remarkable when one re- 
members that the National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers (together with the allied organisations of 
Plumber and Slater employers) and the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Operatives, to whom the credit is 
due for having established these relations and upon whom 
the whole of the considerable cost of operating the industrial 
machinery falls, are representative of a minority of the 
employers and workmen in the industry. Certainly the 
N.F.B.T.E. is administered in very close association with 
the National Federation of Registered House-Builders, 
and when one adds the employing capacity of the two 
organisations, it is found that together they represent a two- 
thirds or three-quarters majority of the operative personnel. 
But the great majority of the building trades employers to 
whom the Ministry of Works have issued registration 
certificates under Regulation 56 AB do not bother to belong 
to any organisation or to contribute by time and money to 
the administration of the self-governing Industrial Court 
whose activities make possible the smooth running of the 
industry. 

_How will this necessary negotiating machinery stand up 
to the strains that will be imposed upon it in the next few 
years ? Like all machinery it is rather the worse for its 
war-time wear. It has had superimposed upon it the 
bonus-on-output scheme of the Ministry of Works. Nobody 
likes this scheme, neither employer nor operative. It is 
said that it adds considerably to the cost of building and 
has failed in its primary object of speeding up the work. 
But the workman, who has become accustomed to the | 
heavier wage packet resulting, will be ill inclined to go back 
to ordinary time rates. Labour, particularly skilled labour, 
will be in short supply, a condition which favours the 
operatives’ demand for an improved status. The long- 
term interest of the industry will be best served by ensuring 
such improved status but relating it to “ a fair day’s work 
for a fair day’s pay.” It will be useless for the National 
Joint Council to prescribe conditions. which it has no 
power to compel. A realist attitude to payment by results 
must be adopted if the industrial machinery that has served 
the industry so well during the past twenty years is to 
continue its useful function. And whatever happens, 
results must be measured in terms of quality as well as 
quantity ; crafi3mvaisiip miss 195° s1f>- 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Presentation to Sir lan MacAlister. 

On Wednesday, at 66, Portland-place, 
W., in the presence of a distinguished and 
representative company a presentation was 
made to Sir Ian MacAlister to mark his 
retirement from the post of Secretary of 
the R.I.B.A. Mr. Percy Thomas, Presi- 
dent, four past-presidents, and others, 
paid tribute to Sir Ian’s great work for 
the Institute, and the Right Hon. Vincent 
Massey, High Commi8sioner for Canada, 

resented Sir Ian with the Diploma of 

onorary Fellowship of the Royal Archi- 
tectural Institute of Canada. We shall 
publish a full report of the proceedings 
in our next issue. 


Planning Bill: Compensation Clauses. 

Mr. ArrLeE made known to the House 
of Commons on Friday the substance of 
the amendments which the Government 

roposed to make in the Town and Country 

lanning Bill when it is recommitted after 
the Report stage. The Government, Mr. 
Attlee said, intended to maintain the 
general principle that compensation should 
be assessed on prices as at March 31, 1939, 
and they were not prepared to allow a 
general automatic increase, but it was pro- 
posed that additions should be allowed in 
certain types of cases. The full statement 
is on page 319. 


‘Country Life and Country Needs.” 
Aw exhibition dealing with these sub- 
jects—built up by the Housing Centre for 
the British Institute of Adult Education 
with the co-operation of the National 
Council of Social Service—was opened on 
Wednesday by Dr. L. Dudley Stamp, 
D.Sc., in the showrooms of Heal and Son, 
Ltd., Tottenham Court-road, N.W.1. This 
is the first stage in a campaign to make 
the nation conscious of the problem of the 
development of the rural areas, and to 
draw the countryman’s attention to exist- 
ing conditions and to the part he can play 
to improve and make the most of his en- 
vironment—economically, socially, and 
culturally. The ultimate purpose of the 
exhibition is to restore the British village 
to its old form of balanced life by showing 
how the trades and industries—slowly 
dying out because of changing Britain— 
can be revived or new crafts introduced 
to replace those gone for ever. It reveals 
the problem vividly and shows clearly 
how a richer, fuller life can be assured 
for our village and rural communities. 
The exhibition, inspired by the Scott Re- 
port and designed for sending out to 
country towns and key villages, is in two 
sections. One covers the whole problem 
of the countryside, and the other deals 
solely with village life. For country 
towns both sections will be used, while 
the section on the village has been dupli- 
cated so that it can be sent to village 
halls and schools. Applications should be 
sent to Miss Sylvia Pollak, Exhibition 
Organiser, British Institute of Adult 
Education, 29, Tavistock Square, W.C.1. 


Architectural Association Annual 
Meeting. 

Lorp Batrour or BurteicH is to ad- 
dress the annual .general meeting of the 
Architectural Association on Esendary, 
October 31, at 6 p.m. His subject will 
be ‘‘ Plannning Legislation.”’ 


New War Damage Deputy Commissioner. 
Tue War Damage Commission has ap- 
ointed Mr. W. H. Ansell, M.C., 
-P.R.ILB.A., A.R.E., as Deputy Com- 

missioner for the London (South-West) 

Region in succession to Mr. E. Vincent 

Harris, O.B.E., R.A., F.R.I.B.A., who 

recently resigned. 
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1.C.E.’s Works Construction Division. 

Tue Council’ of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers have approved the formation of 
a fitth Division, to be known as the Works 
Construction Division, under the chair- 
manship of Lieut.-Col. C. M. Norrie. Its 
objects are : The promotion of the science 
and art of engineering in relation to the 
ways and means of carrying out engineer- 
ing construction on the site—e.g., the use 
of machinery and plant, the design and 
maintenance oi temporary works, the 
organisation of engineering labour (in- 
cluding foremen and inspectors), and the 
use and inspection of materials. 

The opening meeting will be on 
January 2 next, when there will be a dis- 
cussion on the report on ‘‘ The Organisa- 
tion of Civil Engineering Work,’’ which 
has recently been prepared by the Institu- 
tion and will shortly be available for issue. 
The previous four Divisions were the Road 
Engineering, Railway Engineering and 
Structural, Building Engineering, and 
Maritime Engineering Divisions. 


L.M.B.A. Coat of Arms. 

TwENTY years ago this year the London 
Master Builders’ Association, established 
in 1872 as the Central Association of 
Master Builders of London, was granted 
an official coat of arms by the Earl 
Marshal. The parchment document con- 
veying the grant, signed by Sir Henry 
Farnham Burke, K.C.V.O., C.B., Garter 
Principal King of Arms; William 
Alexander Lindsay, Esq.,  C.V.O., 
Clarenceux King of Arms; and Gordon 
Ambrose de Lisle Lee, Esq., C.B., Norroy 
King of Arms; and carrying their seals, is 
one of the Association’s most treasured 
possessions. 

This year the College of Arms has pre- 
pared an official drawing of the coat of 
arms for reproduction in black and white, 
shown on this page. The descriftion of 
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the coat of arms in the language of the 
original grant is-as follows :— 

Argent a cross gules between in the 
first quarter a square in the second a 
plummet in the third a pair of com- 
passes extended and in the fourth a 
mallet all sable. And for the crest on 
a wreath of the colours—a quadrangular 
castle with four towers proper. 

The crest in its official form will shortly 
adorn all official L.M.B.A. paper. 


L.M.B.A. Director’s Tour of Areas. 
ConTINUING his series of visits to the 

various Areas of the London Master 

Builders’ Association, the new Director, 


Mr. G. H. A, Hughes, F.S.1., is speaking : 


at the North-Eastern Area at Stratford on 
October 31, the South-Western Area at 
Hounslow on November 1, and the 
Northern Area at Palmers Green on 
November 8. He hopes to have visited all 
the Areas by the end of the year. 

Derequisitioning of War Department 

House Property. 

Tue Ministry of Health announces plans 
for the derequisitioning of dwelling-houses, 
other than large mansions, at present held 
by the military authorities. As military 
requirements decrease these will become 
available for general housing needs. It has 
been decided that if the owner or tenant 
requests the return of the house, the War 
Department will derequisition it forthwith. 
In other cases the Army authorities will 
inform the Senior Regional Officer of the 
Ministry of Health of the houses it is pre- 
pared to derequisition and of the name 
and address of the owner or agent in each 
case. The Senior Regional Officer will fur- 
nish each local authority with a list of any 
houses in its district which the Army 
authorities may be prepared to derequisi- 
tion. On receipt of this notification, the 
local authority is expected to consider im- 
mediately whether the property is prima 
facie suitable for accommodating persons 
inadequately housed, or for conversion into 
flats for the inadequately housed. If the 
owner wishes to reoccupy or let the house, 
no further action need be taken by the 
local authority. 


A War Savings Luncheon. 

Lorp Kinperstey, President of the 
National Savings Movement, will act as 
host at a luncheon of the War Savings 
Committee of the Building, Civil Engineer- 
ing and Allied Trades on November 1. 
The prospects of savings in these trades 
in the immediate post-war period will ‘be 
the subject for discussion. 


Professional Announcement. 

Mr. W. R. H. Garpner, F.R.1.B.A., 
has resumed practice at 9, Cecil-square, 
Margate, Kent, on being released by the 
Air Ministry, and will be glad to receive 
current trade catalogues. 


From The Builder of 1844 


Saturday, October 19, 1844. Price 3d. 

New Customs Hovss, Ipswicn.—On 
Friday, the 4th inst., the “ raising treat ”’ 
for this building took place in the large 
room of the Customs department. The 
architect, J. M. Clark, Esq., and the 
builder provided most amply for the en- 
tertainment. At 5 o’clock nearly 100 
persons, including several members of the 
Town Council, sat down to dinner, after 
which the Mayor favoured them with his 
company for a short time, and who highly 
complimented Mr. Pettit upon the sound 
and workmanlike manner in which he had 
fulfilled his contract. 
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CITY OF LONDON TOWN PLAN 
SOME FURTHER COMMENTS 


By F. HERBERT MANSFORD, F.R.I.B.A. 

THE present comments relate to the 
parts of the Report which refer directly 
or indirectly to local traffic in the City. 
To do this it should be necessary to 
consider the question of decentralisa- 
tion of industry, because if that should 
take place in the Metropolis generally, 
the traffic in the City streets would be 
reduced as elsewhere. The Report says, 
** Whole areas have been destroyed, 
and in consequence whole trades have 
been driven from the City ” (para. 7). 
Another paragraph suggests the desire 
to get these trades back as soon as 
possible, and para. 78 suggests the 
possibility that, the daily population of 
the City might rise from approximately 
500,000 to 800,000. This does not, har- 
monise with the Report of the L.C.C., 
which favoured decentralisation as 
advocated by the Barlow Committee. 
Another difference is in reference to 
the wholesale markets. The Corpora- 
tion have no intention of closing any, 
but the L.C.C. reported “that it is 
illogical that goods in bulk should be 
brought to points of a congested area 
of London to be distributed in small 
individual quantities to every part of 
the London region.”’ This applies par- 
ticularly to Leadenhall and Billings- 
gate Markets. Neither of these have 
rail connections, and the former is in 
the heart of the financial zone. 
Billingsgate should be moved farther 
down the river and another fish market 
provided in South London. 


St. Paul’s and the River. 

An interesting part of the Report 
deals with the environment of St. 
Paul’s Cafhedral. When Wren twisted 
the longitudinal axis seven degrees 
farther north of the old church in order 
to obtain better foundations, he made 
a symmetrical approach from the south 
more difficult. The old Cathedral was, 
roughly, parallel to the Thames, but 
the present one is not. The Chapter 
House is parallel to the Cathedral, but 
not the Deanery and the Choir School. 
The City’s plan suggests a formal 
approach of steps and roadway to the 
church, on the axis of the south 
transept, as far as Queen Victoria- 
street, and then the open space to be 
continued on a new axis slightly bent, 
from the former to reach the river at 
right angles. 
be crossed obliquely by Queen Victoria- 
street and Upper Thames-street, and 
would terminate on the Embankment, 
which it is proposed to make from 
Blackfriars at least as far eastward as 
this point. 

When the writer was a boy there 
was a St. Paul’s Pier, and the old 
Thames steamboats used to call there. 
When the larger boats of the L.C.C. 
were built the pier fell into disuse. 
There is no mention of boat traffic in 
the Report, but surely the advantages 
of the Diesel engine and of electricity 
as applied to boats should not be 
ignored, and a pleasurable and healthy 


This lower space would on 


traffic might be built up. If the south 
side of the river be developed as pro- 
posed by the L.C.C., the boats would 
supply a useful ferry service and 
gather fresh passengers from both 
banks; in former days there was no 
pier on the south side between Lam- 
beth and Bermondsey. 

It is proposed that the buildings on 
each side of the open space should be 
in harmony with each other and not 
inharmonious with the Cathedral. The 
height to their cornices would not ex- 
ceed 60 ft. Faraday House would still 
lift its offending but not ill-designed 
head, and give us perpetual wonder 
why the Central Telephone Office had 
to be in the City at all. 

As regards the aspect of the Cathe- 
dral as seen from the east, alternative 
schemes are offered. One is to widen 
Cannon-street on the north from 
Friday-street westward to give a view 
as at present, but showing more of but 
not all the length of the choir. The 
alternative is to widen Watling-street 
to 80 ft. cn the north side to show the 
Cathedral from transept to apse. But 
when one looks on the ground or on 
a large-scale map, the widening of 
Watling-street seems superfluous for 
any other reason—a most costly pro- 
ceeding, but rendered easier because 
the buildings in the western half of 
the thoroughfare no longer exist. It is 
suggested that the space between the 
apse and Old Change should be either 
a garden or covered with low build- 
ings. In the latter case a footway 
could be left opposite the apse to afford 
a view from Old Change. 

On the north side of the Cathedral 
most people will recollect the charm- 
ing view of the north transept as seen 
from Canon-alley. This transept, with 





COMING EVENTS 


Saturday, October 21. 
Town AND CountRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION. 
Conference at Stamford, Lincs. Speaker: Mr. 


R. L. Reiss. 
Monday, October 23. 
INSTITUTION OF ELectricaL. EnNGIneers. Discus- 
sion on “ Engineer’s Part in Certain Post-War 
Problems.” Savoy-place, W.C.2. 5.30 p.m. 


Tuesday, October 24. 
«¢ EHE Hovstnc Centre. Miss Helen Masters on 
‘Education for Householding—5: Housework 
ms Budgeting.”” 13, Suffolk- street, §.W.1. 
1.15 p.m. (buffet lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 


Wednesday, October 25. 
Royat Sanitary Institute. Mr. F. L. Barron 
oe bine eit Plumbing.” 90, Buckingham 
. 2.30 p.m. 
Loxpon Rotary fe Luncheon. Mr. H. C. 
Harland, P.L.M.B.A., on ‘‘ Post-War Recon- 
struction.” Connaught Rooms, W.C.2. 12.45 


Palace-road, S.W 


p.m 
Sournern Counties FepgRATION oF BUILDING 
Trapes Emptoyers.—Autumn General Meeting. 
Connaught Rooms, W.C.2. 10.30 a.m. Luncheon 
1 


m. 

Phistorr DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION. Open meet- 
ing “to consider launching a united national 
campaign to restore timber to its rightful 
place.” At London Chamber of Commerce, 69, 
Cannon-street, E.C.4. 2.15 p.m. 


Friday, October 27. 

_INstITuTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. Discus- 
sion on “ Influence of Engineering on Social Ad- 
vancement.” Storey’s Gate, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

British ASsociATION FOR COMMERCIAL AND IN- 
DUSTRIAL Epucation. Conference on “ The Young 
Worker in Industry and Commerce.” Glasgow 
and West gf Scotland Commercial College, 
Glasgow. 10.15 a.m. 
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its wide and open flight of steps and 
lovely porch, was framed between two 
dusky cliffs of brickwork belonging to 
the bookshops, whose intimacy with the 
Cathedral goes back beyond the present 
building, for the booksellers of 1666 
put their books in the crypt of the old 
church in the vain hope of saving 
them. 

The Report seems to favour build- 
ings as close to the Cathedral as the 
Chapter House, but with a footway as 
far as Newgate-street, a reproduction 
of Canon-alley, but lengthened. This 
seems admirable; the Cathedral is 
brought, close to the passer-by, and the 
only portion of the church which 
differs from the south side is disclosed. 

On the west front a more shapely 
and open space is indicated, but an 
architectural competition for the whole 
environment is suggested. As regards 
the railway viaduct at the foot of 
Ludgate Hill, it is proposed to lengthen 
this to accord with the widening of 
that, thoroughfare by about 20 ft. on 
the west side. It seems as if the best 
course would be to replace the viaduct 
with a reinforced concrete girder 
treatment with as low a parapet as 
possible, something like Waterloo 
Bridge, but unarched. 


Civic Centre. 

The improvement of the Guildhall 
was under the consideration of a com- 
mittee before it was partly destroyed 
by enemy action. The absence of thai 
steep unbroken grey roof with its lofty 
fléche has left the front to Guildhall- 
yard very insignificant. The only 
definite recommendations of the Report 
are the widening of King-street and 
the portion of Gresham-street opposite 
St. Lawreace’s Church. It is proposed 
to widen King-street on its east side 
to bring it in line with Queen-street, 
widened about 50 years ago. The two 
streets were formed after the fire of 
1666, and their names were given in 
honour of Charles II and his queen 
in recognition of the king’s real 
interest in the City’s reconstruction. 
King-street was slipped in between 
Lawrence- and Ironmonger-lanes. Now 
it is proposed to widen King-street on 
the east side, half of the Atlas Insur- 
ance Co.’s frontage to Cheapside will 
go, leaving a site only about 15 ft. 
wide. It is difficult to see how that 
can be avoided. One way of providing 
a more effective elevation for a build- 
ing here would be to allow the entrance 
to Ironmonger-lane to be arched across 
and built over, leaving the road 
approach to the Mercers’ Hall and the 
buildings to the north as at present. 

There have been proposals to move 
the residence of the Lord Mayor from 
the Mansion House to the Guildhall. 
This would be a great blow to tradi- 
tion and a loss to those of us who 
enjoy seeing the occasional semi-State 
processions between the two places 
with their rich colours and fine horses. 
If the Mansion House is allowed to 
remain where it is, it could easily be 
rendered more airy and lighter if the 
internal court. were opened out as it 
was when first built. Over a century 
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ago it was roofed in to form the saloon, 
thereby darkening the interior and 
especially the kitchens below. 


Occupational Zoning. 

Both the L.C.C. and the City Reports 
encourage a system of industrial 
zoning by which the grouping of 
business connected with banking, wool, 
coal, furs, dry goods, etc., should be 
attracted by facilities. For instance, 
there might be bookshops dealing with 
the various technical journals and 
other publications, and perhaps special 
, technical libraries; also a variety of 
restaurants. By these means a good 
deal of time and traffic would be econo- 
mised. The proposal to widen some 
narrow streets to allow two vehicles to 
pass, and to close others except for 
foot traffic, could allow some business 
to be conducted in the open as at 
present in Throgmorton-street. 

The Report recommends the erection 
of flats. Modern blocks were built in 
Charterhouse-square and Cliffords Inn 
before the war, and appear to be 
appreciated. The Report suggests 
Cripplegate and the Tower as suit- 
able neighbourhoods, probably having 
market workers in mind. The square 
south of St. Paul’s would be conve- 
nient for journalists and Post Office 
workers. The Report recommends that 
the blocks be primarily adapted to 
special residents. The sounds of gramo- 
phone or radio are not attractive to a 
market porter trying to sleep at 9 a.m., 
nor do 5 a.m. risings assist the repose 
of somnolent journalists. Flat roofs 
with wind-screened tennis-courts would 
introduce fresh architectural character. 


Car Parks. 

It is suggested in the Report that 
large buildings should provide their 
own car spaces as business blocks over 
250,000 cub. ft. are now compelled to 
do. There is no suggestion of a large 
public park anywhere, but it is worth 
considering whether Moorgate Station 
should not be roofed over with a floor 
space for cars. This area would 
approximate to 14 acre, and would be 
approached from Moor-lane, Milton- 
street, Fore-street, and Moorfields. 
Aldersgate Station affords an excel- 
lent opportunity for a car-park. If it, 
were floored over at street level there 
would still be about 20 ft. headroom 
under the present iron roof only want- 
ing paint and glass. 


‘Water Supply. 

In those portions of the City where 
devastation is concentrated and exten- 
sive, it might be worth while to collect 
the rainfall from the roofs into under- 
ground reservoirs, where it, could be 
pumped up for street washing, fire- 
brigade purposes, and use in public 
gardens. 


The City Wall. 

The Report refers to the uncovering 
of a length of the wall between the 
bastion always visible in Cripplegate 
Churchyard and Falcon-square. One 
of the bastions now to be seen repre- 
sents (when excavated) about two- 
thirds of its former height, but the 
second is little more than a foundation 


’ 


THE BUILDER 


outline. The curtain walling is mostly 
of masonry much repaired with brick. 
We have little opportunity to realise 
the original height of the wall; the 
only portion which can be seen down 
to the Roman foundation is in the 
house in Trinity-square occupied by 
Toc H. In Cooper’s warehouse nearby 
is a portion still carrying the brick 
parapet which topped it. The wall as 
built stood 30 ft. above the ditch. Its 
thickness was 1l0ft. at the base, re- 
duced by battering to 5 ft. at the level 
of the parapet walk which was pro- 
tected by the embattled parapet. The 
Report recommends that this newly 
found section should be acquired and 
stand in a garden, an extension of the 
Cripplegate Churchyard. This, and a 
few other archeological discoveries, 
are some compensation for our 
grievous losses. 


‘* HOMES OF TO-MORROW ”’ 


Beartnc the above title, a very 
informative brochure* on the requirements 
of Worthing as regards housing develop- 
ments has been issued by the Worthing 
Council of Social Service. A popular sea- 
side resort, with many ancillary activities, 
Worthing expanded rapidly both in area 
and population during the period between 
the last war and this one, the number of 
inhabitants rising from 32,000 to nearly 
70,000. It has no real slums, and building 
was naturally very active, the municipality 
contributing to some extent in this during 
the years 1921 to 1936, now owning some 
750 cottages. 

The objects of the Council are to give 
aid and guidance to the municipality and 
its officers in defining their pragramme for 
future housing by a comprehensive study 
of social conditions within their area, and 
in this undertaking it is.on the friendliest 


of co-operative terms with aE ea statu- , 


tory authorities, such as the Town Council, 
the Assistance Board and its officials, the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service, 
the Court Probation Officers, and also with 
the many voluntary societies in the 
borough. 

The recognised policy of the Council 1s 
to undertake ‘‘ constructive ’’ work in con- 
sidering its problems from the point of 
view of what is socially cesirable by bring- 
ing to the study of housing for the low- 
income groups its experience (extending 
over ten years) of the difficulties and hopes 
of hundreds of Worthing families, who are, 
for the most part, inarticulate; having no 
organised means of making their needs 
heard. At the outset, two carefully 
planned questionnaires were issued, and 
supplementing these an extensive visita- 
tion of selected and representative areas 
by experienced social workers was carried 
out. In this way the views, both of house- 
holders who were likely to need munici- 
pally provided houses and tenants of exist- 
ing ones, were ascertained and interpreted. 

The Council regards the details of its 
report as open to discussion, defining its 
main objectives as the direction of public 
attention to two major post-war problems ; 
adequate housing for those citizens who 
must look to the local authority because 
they cannot afford houses for themselves, 
and the need of a communal programme 
providing adequately for what Dr. Julian 
Huxley terms, ‘‘ the social needs of man.”’ 
Thus the main lines of the investigations 
dealt with in this report are dictated by 
these two demands, and though they are 
to some extent influenced by local condi- 
tions, this does not invalidate their useful- 
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* “Homes of To-morrow.” 
Worthing Council of Social Service. 
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ness as exemplifying she suitable line of 
action for sacl investigations elsewhere 
The study opens with a critical review 
of housing already provided, and this, 
illustrated by a series of photographs, 
raises several interesting points. The par- 
lour-type cottages, built in 1921-22, cost 
over £1,000 apiece, and it is not surprising 
that there was a slackening off in subse- 
quent years till prices went down, Houses 
with similar accommodation were built in 
1936 for less than £500, and those without 
arlours for £422. One third of the 
sear built have parlours, and most 


of them three bedrooms. In __ the 
majority of houses built by private 
enterprise, the rents are from £1 


a week upwards, beyond the means of 
working-class tenants, whose wages aver- 
age from 45s. to 55s. There is consequently 
a waiting list of some iour or five hundred 
for Council houses. 

In 1920 Mr. John Pearson built 19 cot- 
tage homes for the aged poor, and on his 
death left £35,000 to the Corporation tor 
the same purpose, enabling 26 additional 
ones to be built, and also residences for a 
superintendent and matron, and £20,000 
is still held for the purposes of this trust. 
These homes are granted free of rent, and 
form a peaceful and pleasant little com- 
munity overlooking the sea. 

It was found that the provision of 
gardens was often excessive, when the 
standard of 12 houses to the acre was the 
general rule, and many 2f the gram were 
only partially kept in order. Then, again, 
the forecourts to the houses were often 
neglected; it is advised that these latter 
should be unenclosed, artistically laid out 
and maintained by the Worporation, which, 
as the illustrations show, gives a pleas- 
anter effect than when cut up by fences 
or hedges. It may be remembered that a 
somewhat similar course was adopted at 
Port Sunlight. The alternative of smaller 
gardens, with land at che back divided up 
into allotments, has been suggested to 
meet the difficulty of varied requirements 
and tastes. Privacy is desired immedi- 
ately behind the cottages, and a 5-ft. 
dividing wall running back some 7 or 8 ft., 
with a substantial hedge beyond, is recom- 
mended. 

The results of the questionnaires as to 
accommodation and equipment are not alto- 
gether conclusive, being influenced by 
what the householders have been accus- 
tomed to, the conditions generally being 
not very up to date. The general prefer. 
ence was for a semi-detached cottage, with 
a good back-garden, despite the fact noted 
in the previous paragraph. 

An important feature in the report is 
the chapter devoted to the consideration of 
Neighbourhood Planning and Community 
Centres, in which is stressed the import- 
ance of these to social welfare, with such 
centres, as far as possible, organised and 
controlled by the local groups. Of course, 
when a suitable area has been defined, the 
initiation of the centre rests with the 
civic authority, and it should embrace 
a branch public library, a health clinic 
covering the demands of maternity and 
child welfare, a good recreation building, a 
cinema, an hotel, garage and block of 
shops, the position of these being related 
to the schools and recreation grounds. It 
will, therefore, be seen that a treatment. 
planned and designed by a good architect 
is called for in order to give the maximum 
of convenience and something that will 
evoke local pride in its dignity and ameni- 
ties. A diagram plan 1s given, and some 
indication of the places where it is thought 
that such centres are most needed. These 
centres are essential to create conditions 
for a fuller and richer cuitural life. 


H. V. LAaNcHESTER. 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAK. 


POTTERS BAR, HERTS. 


MAX R. HOFLER, F.R.I.B.A.. AND LEONARD BLAUSTEN, F.F.A.S., ARCHITECTS. 


FoOuR COTTAGES ARE NOW BEING BUILT ON THE BOLTON'S 
Park Farm, Potters Bar, Herts, for Mr. H. Victor 
Cozens, the architects being Messrs. Max R. Hofler, 
F.R.I.B.A., and Leonard Blausten, F.F.A.S., 
F.F.8.(Eng). In consultation with the Ministry of 
Works, the specification was prepared to conform with 
the war-time standard of building. The planning and 
finishings are considered as being in advance of the 


Government-built cottages in spite of the maximum 
permitted total floor area being just under 1,000 sq. ft. 
A point of interest is that all working arrangements 
centre round the kitchen, which contains the inter- 
oven. Here meals would be taken, all cooking and 
washing-up being done off the kitchen, resulting in 
much labour saving. The general contractors are the 
Amalgamated Building Contractors, Ltd. 
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ERNEST G. W. SOUSTER, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


PROPOSED BUILDING IN MINCING LANE, E.C. 
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PROPOSED BUILDING IN MINCING LANE, E.C; ; 
FOR THE “TS 

CITY OF LONDON REAL 

PROPERTY COMPANY, LTD. 








ERNEST G. W. SOUSTER, 
F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT. 










































THIS BUILDING IS TO BE ERECTED ON A SITE AT 19-27, 
Mincing-lane and 81-86, Great Tower-street, E.C., 
for the owners, the City of London Real Property 
Co., Ltd., of 159, Fenchurch-street, E.C.3. Plans 
have been passed by the London County Council 
and the City Corporation and Town Planning 
Authorities. It will be erected at the earliest 
possible moment when a licence can be granted 
in the post-war period. The building will be 
entirely of modern construction with Portland stone 
elevation, forced draught ventilation and central 
heating. etc. The cube of the building, which will 


have a basement and eight upper floors, is 1,725,486 
cu. ft. It is appreciated that many of the materials 
used in modern construction might not be available 
when erection takes place, but it is felt that suit- 
able alternatives can be obtained. It is hoped that 
it will be the first building to rehabilitate the 
Mincing-lane markets. The scheme is not affected 
by the City of London plan which has recently 
been published. It is encouraging to see that big 
property owners in the City, where they are able 
to do so, are busily preparing their plans for the 
reconstruction of the City. 
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HOUSING EQUIPMENT 


M.O.W. EXHIBITION] IN 
BIRMINGHAM 


Tue Ministry oF Works ExHIBITION 
of Housing Equipment opened on 
Monday at the West End Hall, 92. 
Suffolk-street, Birmingham. During 
the past week admission has been by 
ticket only, but the exhibition is open 
freely to the public from Monday next 
until November 4 (Sunday, October 29, 
excepted) from 10 to 5 each day. 

The Ministry of Works, in co-opera- 
tion with the Ministries of Health and 
Fuel and Power, was responsible for 
its organisation, and the Parliamen- 
tary Secretary, Mr. George Hicks, was 
present when the Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham, Alderman L. G. H. 
Alldridge, declared the exhibition 
open. Mr. GrorGe Hicks, explaining 
that the exhibition was complemen- 
tary to the demonstration houses at 
Northolt, said the Government was 
trying to play its part by helping to 
fashion the’ home. The exhibition 
illustrated the standards of equipment 
which the Government hoped would 
be used by local authorities and others 
providing houses. 

The exhibition puts the case for the 
improvement of domestic equipment in 
the housing programme ahead. Such 
equipment should be simple and effi- 
cient, with low running costs, and 
must also be available at a reasonable 
price. Mass-production through stan- 
dardisation is the solution which the 
Ministry has arrived at, adopted 
standards being both dimensional and 
qualitative. The British Standards 
Institution, with the assistance of the 
Ministry of Works and in close con- 
sultation with other Government De- 
partments and with the professional 
and industrial bodies concerned, has 
already made considerable progress in 
the preparation of the necessary stan- 
dards. Some of the results are shown 
in the exhibition. Baths, for in- 
stance, have been reduced to two 
types, the rectangular enclosed bath 
2 ft. 4 in. wide and either 5 ft. 6 in. 
or 6 ft. long, and the plain roll tub 
bath. One type (two sizes) has been 
selected for the wash-basin, while 
several types of sink, both fireclay 
and steel, have been agreed upon, 
dimensions being standardised. 

Much attention has been paid to 
kitchen storage units, and standard 
units, finished with a washable sur- 
face, have been designed and are 
illustrated on this page. For food 
storage the refrigerator is advocated, 
or, as an alternative, the larder cool- 
ing unit, electrically operated, which 
circulates cool, clean air at a con- 
sumption of approximately two units 
a day. Other standardised equipment 
on view includes an electric socket- 
outlet plug; water taps; wood windows; 
metal windows; chimney-pots (three 
types); gutters (one standard section 
for each of five capacities); partitions 
(four standard overall thicknesses) ; 
mortise locks and copper tubes, now 
to be specified by their outside 





diameter. 
Also shown on this page are details 
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DRY GOODS STORAGE CUPBOARD 





BROOM CUPBOARD 


The three basic units which form the minimum required in any kitchen: 





How the units fit together. 





The standard width of the units is 21" (a double unit such as the dresser being 42"). There 
are two standard depths for all units—12’ and 19°. 


STORAGE UNITS FOR THE KITCHEN. | 





ELEVATION OF KITCHEN 
































SIDE. 
[ =) 
Or 
O oO SINA 
PLAN 


A suggestion for a mass-produced unit, similar 
to that installed in the prototype emergency 
Sactory-made bungalow. It combines the prin- 
cipal services required in both kitchen and 


bathroom. 


of the kitchen-bathroom service unit, 
incorporated in the design of the 
“* Portal” bungalow and the demon- 
stration flats at Northolt. These units 
should be capable of incorporation in 
many different plans. They are, of 
course, factory-assembled. On view, 
too, at Birmingham is the ‘‘ between 
bedroom ” clothes cupboard unit. 
Much thought has been given to the 
provision of heat installations, for 
cooking, room-heating, water-heating 
and clothes-washing, and various com- 
binations have been worked out in 
which a balance is struck between 
convenience, efficiency and expense. 
On the facing page are illustrated five 


THE KITCHEN-BATHROOM SERVICE UNIT. 
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ELEVATION OF BATHROOM 
SIDE. ; 








examples of kitchens, kitchen-living 
rooms, etc. Two of these examples are 
illustrated at the exhibition by means 
of models. 

This exhibition is notable in that it 
shows the advances which mass-pro- 
duction methods may make possible 
in post-war housing, while not seek- 
ing to disguise the fact that mechani- 
cal utilities are not in any way an 
alternative to living-space. A high 
standard of equipment is nevertheless 
very necessary to the easy running of 
the home, and the aim, the exhibition 
seeks to point out, should be a com- 
bination of good equipment, adequate. 
living-space, and good architecture. 
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HOUSING EQUIPMENT EXHIBITION 


EXAMPLE 1: KITCHEN-LIVING-ROOM.—Main: Cooking—com- 
bination grate; room heating—combination grate when open; water 
heating—combination grate. Auxiliary: Cooking—gas cooker; room 
heating—none; water heating—gas circulator. 


EXAMPLE 2: WORKING KITCHEN.—Main : Cooking—gas cooker ; 
room heating—open fire with convected air; water heating—indepen- 
dent boiler. Auwiliary : Cooking—none; room heating—gas or electric 
point; water heating—gas sink heater. 


EXAMPLE 3: WORKING KITCHEN AND SEPARATE DINING 
SPACE.—Main : Cooking—electric cooker; dining-room heating—warm 
air from openable stove in living-room; water heating—boiler in 
living-room stove.. Auxiliary: Cooking—none; room heating—gas or 
electric point; water heating—electric immersion heater in hot-water 
storage container. 


EXAMPLE 4: DINING KITCHEN.—Main,: Cooking—fully insulated 
heat storage cooker; room heating—open fire burning smokeless fuel; 
water heating—heat storage cooker. Auziliary : Cooking—none; room 
heating—gas or electric point; water heating—none. 


EXAMPLE 5: DINING SPACE OFF KITCHEN.—Main : Cooking— 
gas or electric cooker; room heating—open fire with convection« de- 
vice; water heating—independent boiler. Auziliary : Cooking—none; 
pg ho ay be or electric point; water heating—gas or electric 
sink heater. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to blish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, , who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 


** Vacancies for Architects.” 
To THe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—I have followed with interest the 
rather animated discussions between your 
correspondents. ‘‘ Lancastrian’’ and Mr. 
Leonard Cecil Howitt on the above sub- 
ject. I endeavoured to express my ideas 
on the subject of examinations in a recent 
letter because I believe that the whole issue 
of the above argument is much more funda- 
mental than merely labouring the point of 
the ‘‘ to be or not to be”’ of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects. The Royal 
Institute is in exactly the same position as 
most chartered professional bodies. It is 
not a dictatorial creation which has been 
imposed upon the profession from without, 
but is a creation of the profession itself. 
Again, as in most other cases, it has been 
considered over periods of time that the 
only way of selecting suitable candidates 
for membership is by imposing an examina- 
tion upon would-be members; this, again, 
being the result of a majority vote. 

Therefore, it is perhaps misleading to 
attack a professional institute as being 
autocratic and conservative, because it is 
not the institute so much as the profession 
itself, and through the profession the 
public, which has taken upon itself the 
decision that the qualification for pro- 
fessional practice shall be ‘‘ membership 
by examination.” 

My point is that if this whole argument 
is to prvend anywhere it is this funda- 
mental issue which must be discussed. Is 
an examination the best and only way of 
testing the ability of a candidate for the 
professions ? 

A discussion on this point is a very 
urgent necessity because examinations are 
rapidly becoming the only qualification, 
certainly for central and local government 
appointments. 

This, of course, may be due to the fact 
that professional civil servants and local 
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vernment officers rarel 
ard fields of real life. 


qualification in the theory of their pro- 
fession is probably all that is required. It 
is very noticeable that in both central and 


local government circles works of major 


importance, architectural surveying and 
civil engineering, are invariably given out 
to private firms, where no doubt the prin- 
cipal is qualified by examination, but the 
assistants are hardy, experienced men 
whose time has been spent in contact with 
the real world and the school of life. They 
cannot afford to make mistakes and they 
certainly have not had time to fill their 
heads with mere book learning. But here 
the anomaly occurs. These men, who can 
tackle major works but who have not the 
time to ‘‘ swot,” are officially classed as 
‘* unqualified,’ and even when an Institute 
like the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects does attempt to open membership to 
such persons by creating a ‘‘ Licentiate ”’ 
class, authorities immediately commence to 
advertise for ‘‘ Associates,’’ thereby 
cutting out all members who have not 
passed the examinations. 

I believe there are still a few professional 
bodies who will consider members on 
‘* practice qualification.” This, of course, 
can go to extremes in the opposite direc- 
tion. It is somewhere between the two 
systems where the true test lies. 

I think the Institution of Electrical En- 
gineers will still take a highly experienced 
man into membership without examination. 
Certainly the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors will. I look upon 
these two bodies as being leaders of an 
enlightened approach to qualification for 
professional practice. Just so long as they 
have the courage to remain enlightened in 
this way will I continue to admire them. 

Meanwhile, what can be done about this 
examination fetish? In time, of course, it 
will provoke its own reaction when the 
public realise that they are not necessarily 
getting the best when they demand 
examination qualifications. But is it 
not possible to prevent this rather rude 
shock, which is bound to come and thereby 
alleviate the terrible injustice which 1s 
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being done to highly skilled practical men 
who just haven’t time to study theories? 
Perhaps your readers may have some con- 
structive suggestions to offer 

PHILDEE 


To tue Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—Apropos of the Howitt versus 
‘* Lancastrian ’’ contest, it seems to me 
that the solution of the difficulty is very 
simple. 

Apparently certain skilful architects 
who are not A.R.I.B.A.s resent the latter 
being in an advantageous position with 
regard to public appointments. I therefore 
suggest that the non-Associates become 
Associates. As they would appear to be 


possessed of much greater skill, the 
examination should be a ‘‘ walk-over.”’ 
ALDICO. 


The Prefabricated House. 
To rue Eprror or The Builder. 


Srr,—Could we not clothe the prefabri- 
cated bungalow at a later date with a 
4}-in. brick lining, add a first-floor storey 
and cover with a tiled roof? In other 
words, build the ground-floor storey first as 
a prefabricated unit and make it the 
temporary home? The additional first-floor 
storey would then be ready by the time most 
young couples needed it, and the finished 
result would be a house not materially 
different from one built in the usual way. 

The complete house could alternatively 
be built as a unit and dressed later with 
permanent materials. We should then be 
spared the depressing sight of rows of 
‘* dilapidated prefabricated ’’ huts which 
may be scrapped ‘‘ this year, next year. 


R. A. Water (A.R.1.B.A.). 
Ferring, Sussex. 


War Damage Repairs. 
To tHE Epitror or The Builder. 


Srr,—In your issue of August 14, 1942, 
you did me the honour of publishing an 
article of mine under the title, ‘* War 
Damage Again.’’ This envisaged the in- 
clusion of architects in private practice in 
a general scheme for dealing with large- 
scale war damage repairs under emergency 
conditions such as those now existing. 

It seems, from the statement made by 
Sir Trustram Eve at the Press Conference 
on October 3, and from a report by the 
Institute of Registered Architects as pub- 
lished in your issue of October 13, that an 
effort is now being made, through the 
acumen of Sir Trustram Eve, to put into 
practice some of the suggestions contained 
in my article, which you published, and 
in a Memorandum and letters which I 
wrote to the Ministry of Health at that 
time. No doubt other members of the 
architéctural and surveying professions 
had similar ideas and wished to see their 
respective professions utilised to the 
fullest extent in the national emergency, 
and were disappointed that official quar- 
ters were inclined to disregard their pro- 
posals. It was reasonable to suppose at 
that time that the lack of official interest 
was due to the belief that air attack was 
unlikely to assume proportions approach- 
~*~ those of the 1940 blitzes. 

he R.A.F, first bombed Penemunde on 
August 17, 1943, so that all Government 
Departments must have been aware at that 
time that the chances of further attack 





MAIDSTONE STATION AS PROPOSED IN 1836. 


The centenary of the opening of the South-Eastern Railway to Maidstone from Paddock Wood 

occurred on September 25, when a commemorative exhibition, arranged by the Southern Rail- 

way, was held in the Museum at Maidstone. Among an interesting collection of historic exhibits 

was a coloured print (reproduced above) showing the site of the proposed station at Maidstone 

for the London to Dover railway when it was proposed to bring the main line through the town 

in 1836. The Town Hall is seen on the right of the view. The joint architects for the Company’s 
buildings at that time were Henry Roberts and Samuel Beazley. 


were high. The Prime Minister, for many 
months prior to the commencement of the 
flying-bomb attacks. hinted to the public 
what they might expect, and the Ministry 
of Home Security took steps to keep the 
various A.R.P. services at a high pitch of 
efficiency. I believe that until recently 


the control of war damage repairs came 
directly under the Ministry of Health, and 
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if the R.A.F. and the A.R.P. services 
could take the necessary precautions, it 
would seem that it would have been logical 
for the responsible persons to insure that, 
when the attacks eventually developed, 
adequate arrangements had been made for 
the proper supervision and control of the 
necessary repair work by architects, sur- 
veyors and clerks of works, and that it 
should not have been necessary for the 
whole system to be reviewed and lists of 
volunteers to deal with supervisory work 
procured several] weeks after the major 
attack had ceased.. The difficulties of this 
work and the faults of the organisation 
were known in 1941, and surely a com- 
pletely workable scheme should have been 
prepared several months before the flying- 
bomb raids started, 

London, 8.W.1. C. A. V. Smrru. 


To tHE Epiror or The Builder. 


Srr,—Small jobbing builders in Southern 
England will have read with deep interest 
and pleasure the résumé of the report of 
the Institute of Registered Architects, as 
published. .in last week’s issue of The 
Builder. 

Perhaps, with us, they too will be agree- 
ably surprised. For so many years now 
we smaller builders have been left in the 
cold and so severely criticised that we 
were really beginning to believe ourselves 
as inefficient as we were commonly held 
to be in the national Press. To find at 
long last that an important body of ex- 
perienced technical men have issued a 
report embodying what we have for so 
long been trying so inarticulately to say 
has put new life and hope into at least 
one small gang of men. 

Of course, the main trouble is, and has 
been all along, the trying to give over 
such individual work as the repair of pri- 
vate residential properties to such great 
building firms as are capable of controlling 
thousands of men in normal building and 
construction work, but have never had the 
slightest experience doing jobbing repairs 
in a house where the owner feels that 
every nail you hammer in may in some 
way ruin his home, that for which he has 
and still is striving so hard to maintain 
in order. 

He has, he rightly maintains, been pay- 
ing insurance to cover just such an even- 
tuality as this, but why should he, he 
asks, be forced to accept workmanship of 
so low a standard as is now being forced on 
him? He, too, through his wife, who hap- 
pens to be at home when the men are sup- 
posed to be working, knows that there is 
great waste of time over the actual carry- 
ing out of the work, and rightly feels him- 
self wronged. 

The so-called shortage of labour is cer- 
tainly, in our view, and we have had a 
great deal of experience during the ‘past 
many years in just such a type of 
work, being needlessly and ceaselessly ex- 
ploited. A shortage of men should not 
necessarily mean bad workmanship and 
double or treble cost. A jobbing builder 
should be, within certain limits, allowed 
and even encouraged to put off a bad work- 
man, or even a good workman who is 
spoiling a group with his personal lazi- 
ness, which in many cases amounts to 
sabotage, and not be afraid that if he does 
so the man will be immediately snapped 
up by his not so scrupulous rival, to whom 
any workman means at worst just so 
much more percentage on his labour 
charges. 

Jobbing builders, too, after the first- 
aid repairs have been seen to under Pool 
or Group or Council Authorities, should 
be encouraged to break away and compete 
for the major repairs by using their ex- 
perience and knowledge to gain them- 
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selves a profit, and by having to remember 
that sooner or later the quality of their 
work will have to speak for itself, and 
normal trading will have to secure them 
their future. 

Jobbing builders, at least those who 
know their work, are really anxious to see 
this ‘‘ cost plus ’’’ put to an end, and they 
will then rapidly see an end to the new 
speculator who has entered the ranks to 
see what ‘‘ rake off’? he can get while 
the country is in a serious dilemma. They 
are anxious, too, to see an end to double- 
time being paid for work which is in no 
way urgent, and which, in any case, does 
not actually benefit the householder who 
is anxious to get his house completed. 
Men who work on Sunday at double rates 
most often slack down on Monday or Tues- 
day, so that the quantity of work pro- 
duced is not as high as it would be under 
normal working hours and costs far more. 
Again, most real tradesmen do not wish 
to work on Sunday even at these rates, 
and so we find inexperienced men taking 
home wage packets of some £8-£9 per 
ys and the tradesmen averaging some 


If councils must do the work in part, let 
them attend to the first-aid, true first-aid 
only, and also the tenant-occupied houses 
—i.e., those houses owned by landlords 
and let to tenants. This would leave the 
owner-occupants free to choose their own 
builder commensurate with the pre-war 
standard of repair of the house in question. 

Again, jobbing builders should be 
allowed to pay a man according to his 
worth, and not to be forced to pay his 
few good remaining long experienced 
tradesmen exactly the same rate as he 
will have to pay the newly roped in 
“handyman” answering Mr. Bevin’s 
appeal. 

If a man can turn out better and far 
more work, why should he not be paid 
accordingly? To de-grade him as at pre- 
sent and pay him the same rate as any- 
one entering the trade for the gleanings 
of the next few months is distinctly unfair 
and only leads to the inevitable slowing 
down of the good man to the pace of the 
new man next him. 

pp. Erricrency Buripers, Lrp. 


YUDKIN. 
London, N.W.6. 


To tHE Epitor or The Builder. 

Srr,—My belief, reached after conversa- 
tions with several builder customers, is 
that the chief culprit when delay occurs in 
war damage repairs is the Ministry of 
Labour. 

No builder is going to work well if his 
regular men are taken from him and he 
has to depend upon whom the Labour 
Exchange sends him; neither are the men 
going to work well when they are taken 
from their employer and sent elsewhere 
upon the same work, when they know 
there is plenty of work at their old 
governor’s place. 

The general method of distribution of 
the work is at fault also, the first upon 
the scene of the incident picking out the 
easiest jobs to do, the late comer getting 
all the dirty jobs. I am talking of my 
own district only. 

Where are the builders’ organisations in 
not getting these matters seen to? 

London, E. A. G. REEVE. 


M.o.W. Standard Schedule of Prices: 
Concrete. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 
Srr,—Some interesting and informative 
letters appeared in your journal some time 
ago on this controversial subject, and the 
contributors generally agreed that 24 ft. 
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cube stone, 12 ft. cube sand and 4 ft. eube 
cement, plus the required quantity of 
water, was not sufficient to make 1 yd. 
cube of mixed concrete—1 : 3 : 6 mix. 

A careful study of your correspondents’ 
valuable observations reveals that the crux 
of the differences of opinion between them- 
selves and the M.o. W., and for that matter 
several well-known authorities on this sub- 
ject, is in the nature of the coarse aggre- 
gate or ‘“‘stone’’ aggregate specified, or 
alternatively that which is available for 
the particular work to be executed. 

In their analysis the M.o.W. do not 
state the type or grading of aggregate, but 
it appears to me that they have calculated 
on using a clean graded stone which would 
reduce voids to 30 per cent. (N.B.—Grad- 
ing of aggregate is the mixing of sizes of 
stone to produce ultimately a greater 
density in the mixed concrete.) 

If it is accepted that this is the type of 
aggregate to he used, and also that the 
sand will be supplied dry, the material 
analysis of 1 :3 :6 concrete, using your cor- 
respondent Mr. Boughton’s formula in 
conjunction with the M.o.W. basis, would 
be as follows :— 














ft. cube 
24 ft. cube clean graded aggregate 24,00 
12 ft. cube sand (dry) .. oa 2.00 
30% voids in aggregate. . os «(20 
Less 25% (voids not filled) 1.80 
5. 
Surplus of sand .. re oe 6.60 6.60 
Dry mix. ae 30.60 
Less 11% for reduction in bulk 
when mixed .. ee oe 2.78 
Mixed concrete 27.82 


N.B.—The 4 ft. cube of cement is not included in 
the above calculation as it is agreed that it would be 
used up in the voids to the sand, etc. 

If, however, coarse aggregate of uniform 
size (without dust) be used, irrespective of 
whether it be 3 in. or 14 in. broken stone, 
it would contain approximately 45 per 
cent. voids, and the foregoing analysis 
would have to be adjusted to allow for 
filling 45 per cent. voids, 

To sum up, it cannot be too strongly 
emphasised that before any make-up of 
concrete prices is attempted, it is expe- 
dient for the estimator to read the speci- 
fication carefully, noting the type of aggre- 
gate to be used, otherwise the conclusions 
can only be regarded as approximate and 
unreliable, and, furthermore, may result in 
a serious loss to the contractor. 


Worcester. J. J. Hayes. 


Post-War Fenestration. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—In reply to the inquiry in the 
letter on the above subject in your issue 
of October 6, the term ‘“‘ tabular criteria 
of efficiency ’’ relates to the criteria of 
efficiency embodied in the Tables, viz., 
depth and area of certain daylight factor 
values. : 

As this correspondence has now served 
to elicit the not unimportant fact that the 
obvious error in the Tables as published 
can probably be completely overcome by a 
simple correction of description from 
angles of obstruction at the sill to angles 
at the head, and the Tables thereby ren- 
dered of immediate practical use, no good 
purpose can be served by continuing it; 
more especially as vague assertions of 
unspecified inaccuracies cannot be 
answered. 

Before it closes, may I be permitted to 
record my appreciation, for what it may 
be worth, of the value of the formule 
devised by Mr. T. Smith, upon which the 
Tables are stated to have been based. 
can visualise for them a wide field of 
research of considerable national import- 
ance and urgency. 

‘Percy J. WaLDRAM. 
Edgware, Middlesex. 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING 


SUMMER SCHOOL AT ST. ANDREWS. 


A Town and Country Planning Summer 
School was held at St. Andrew’s Univer- 
sity, under the auspices of the Town Plan- 
ning Institute, from September 18-25. 
The President was Mr. G. L. Pepler, 
C.B., Hon.A.RLB.A., F.S.L The 
inaugural address, by Mr. W. S&S. 
Morrison, M.P., was reported in our issue 
for September 22, and summarised reports 
of various papers now follow. 


SOCIAL ASPECTS OF TOWN 
PLANNING. 

In a pore on this subject, Mrs. Rutu 
Gass, M.A., said that the idea that town- 
planners were concerned with social as 
well as with physical aspects of town-plan- 
ning was relatively new. It was only since 
the war that the need for a more compre- 
hensive view of the subject had been 
stated with increasing frequency in British 
town-planning literature. As a result, 
there was as yet no general consensus of 
opinion as to which social aspects had to 
be taken into account, how and in what 
detail they deserved inquiry, and what 
weight they should have in relation to all 
the other considerations which concerned 
town-planners. ‘‘ It may, therefore,’’ said 
the speaker, ‘‘ be worth while to deal here 
chiefly with the first two points: the 
character of the relevant social aspects and 
the nature of the inquiries needed. The 
third point: the precise integration of 
social and other aspects of town-planning 
has to be settled by the planners.’’ 

There were three major phases in town- 
plesping which required specific socio- 
ogical investigation. First of all, dwell- 
ings must be designed and built, and the 
required sizes and types should, therefore, 
be known. Consequently, the facts con- 
cerning the population structure and trends 
of the place to be planned should be at 
the disposal of the planner. Secondly, the 
houses needed to be grouped, and decisions 
concerning social and geographical group- 
ing and regrouping needed, therefore, to 
be made. Thirdly, not only houses, but 
institutions, such as_ schools, shops, 
churches, clubs and pubs were designed 
and fitted into the group patterns; the re- 
quirements for these should, therefore, be 
known also. 

‘These three chief social aspects of 
town-planning have, at least in part, re- 
ceived a good deal of attention recently. 
The absence of adequate and up-to-date 
census materia] is obvious to all who are 
concerned with housing and town-planning. 
The current idea of the ‘ counoenens 
unit’ has stimulated plans presenting, 
and investigations into, group patterns 
within towns. The need to discover insti- 
tutional requirements has become notice- 
able through our lack of knowledge con- 
cerning retail distribution and shopping 
habits. Yet in each of these fields we do 
not yet even know precisely what and how 
much we ought to know. 

“*The effect of this lack of information 
has been threefold. First, we have been 
unrealistic in our estimates of the actual 
number of dwellings required. Secondly, 
1931 census material, in spite of its patent 
inadequacy and out-of-dateness, is quite 
frequently used for post-war plans. 
Thirdly, and most important, it has become 
the fashion to use the national average for 
the size of the private family, derived 
from the Housing Census of 1931—that is, 
3.7, or occasional arbitrary modifications 
of this figure—as a nation-wide dwelling 
standard. Now averages are useless for 
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most purposes, unless they relate to 
already highly differentiated groups; they 
are certainly useless in the shape here 
referred to, for the purpose of a realistic 
housing programme. The very essence of 
the need for population data in this con. 
text is to show up both the potential 
number and the distribution of the diverse 
types of dwellings required. So far these 
have been hidden behind a screen of anti- 
quated averages. 

‘‘Some efforts to obtain workable esti- 
mates have been made. For instance, in 
the survey of Middlesbrough which is now 
under way, the material on household 
structure and attitudes is provided by a 
sample inquiry undertaken by the Wartime 
Social Survey, who interviewed about 
1,400 separate households, a random sample 
of one in 23 of all Middlesbrough house- 
holds. <A new classification of households 
was adopted, which is being applied to all 
those interviewed, to show up ‘ concealed ° 
households. This classification comprises 
household types of varying complexity, 
e.g., from the simple two-generation bio- 
logical family to the household containing 
several families, who are either related or 
unrelated to each other. The results will 
reveal both the total number of actual and 
of potential households: of different types. 
It will show which households need split- 
ting up most urgently. Consequently. 
minimum, intermediate and optimum hous- 
ing programmes can be worked out. 

‘*This particular classification may re- 
quire revision, but some grouping of popu- 
lation statistics along these lines certainly 
needs to be adopted if they are to be put 
to practical use. Yet this is only the first 
step on the part of the planner to estimate 
population, and hence potential housing 
needs, : 

‘‘ The second step is to estimate popula- 
tion trends and changes in population 
structure for specific localities. There is 
an established method for computing these 
estimates. When applied 1 y it is, how- 
ever, difficult to base them on realistic 
assumptions. The future population of, 
say, St. Andrew’s does not depend on 
trends of reproduction and mortality alone, 
but also on immigration and emigration 
and on local economic prospects. These 
factors can only be ieken into account 
when national planning is sufficiently ad- 
vanced to make the tenaeinn of local 
prospects possible. In this instance, as in 
many others, the local planner can, in the 
meantime, only do a limited job.’’ 

The third step in estimating population 
potentialities was to inquire into the 
territorial mobility of households. At 
what stages in family life did households 
tend to move? How often? And how 
far away from their original homes? 

A map had been prepared based on the 
results of a random sample inquiry of 
one in fifteen of all Bethnal Green house- 
holds. This showed that most Bethnal 
Green residents had lived in the borough 
all their lives. A companion map showed, 
on the other hand, that few people had 
lived in their present homes for more 
than ‘ten years. Even excepting all those 
who moved during the war, internal 
mobility was still considerable. Like most 
long-established communities, Bethnal 
Green had diverse dwelling types, and 
internal mobility was thus made possible. 

‘‘The fact that there is such a high 
incidence of internal mobility within 
Bethnal Green,’’ continued Mrs. Glass, 
‘‘is a testimony of people’s attachment to 
the borough. The diversity of local 
dwelling -types, in turn, facilitates the 
growth of such attachments, Patterns of 
territorial mobility should therefore not 
only be observed for the purpose of esti- 
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mating population shifts: and housi 
requirements. They are also an index a 
group cohesion and thus relevant to the 
second major social aspect of town plan. 
ning; the grouping and regrouping of 
people. 

‘The need to plan and reconstruct 
cities in terms of their component units 
is dictated first by their size, secondly by 
the need for zoning, and thirdly by the 
fact that everyday services, especially 
schools and shops, should in close 
proximity to homes, Hence a grouping 
of homes in relation to these services is 
required. In addition, there are a num- 
ber of esthetic and cultural considera- 
tions. We all tend to regard bigness it- 
self as unpleasant and ugly. Social rela- 
tionships in towns are considered to be 
frigid, impersonal and barren. There 1s 
a sentimental longing to return to the 
warmth, to the direct personal contacts, 
and to the abundant gossip of village life, 
Both these practical and sentimental con- 
siderations have led to the now popular 
idea of the neighbourhood unit. tt is 
supposed that within its boundaries, neigh- 
bourhood life will be resuscitated.” 


The Survey of Neighbourhood Life. 

Two aspecis of neighbourhood units 
had so far chiefly been considered ; their 
size, and the types of institutions which 
they should contain. Five thousand to 
ten thousand people was the stipulated 
size at present. Either the school or the 
community centre was regarded as the 
focal institution. Provisions for shops, 
health -services and recreation facilities 
varied with different planning schemes. 
‘Three further considerations have so far 
received less attention. First, what types 
of people will live in these neighbourhood 
units? Can there and will there be a 
considerable admixture of occupational, 
religious and age-groups within the neigh- 
bourhood unit, or will each have distinct 
social characteristics? Will the social 
differences between our present urban 
sub-sections be maintained? Second, are 
there existing natural neighbourhoods 
which could be incorporated into neigh- 
bourhood units? Third, what are the pre- 
requisites of neighbourliness? Will neigh- 
bourhood life be stimulated by the unit 
design ? 

‘** Observations of the present structure 
of towns show, first of all, that unless a 
complete reshuffling of people and habits 
were to take place, neighbourhood units 
will be socially as distinct from each 
other as the present sub-sections of towns. 
In fact, the existing social differences 
may even be accentuated, For instance, 
even in a place like Bethnal Green, the 
inhabitants of which are all working class 
and poor and who have in the main lived 
there all their lives, we find social differ- 
ences and social tensions, Even appar- 
ently homogeneous areas, even Mayfair 
and Bermondsey, have marked internal 
splits. There are not always social ten- 
sions, but there are always socio- 
geographical differences. Long established 
neighbouring communities take each other 
for granted. But when new groups settle 
or when new and clearly marked terri- 
torial boundaries appear, animosities tend 
to develop. Of course, the  socio- 
geographical differentiation in our own 
cities is simple and peaceful compared 
with that of a newer mans like the 
United States, with its complex ethnic 
groups’ and acute group competition. 
Nevertheless, we cannot ignore it either 
in the replanning of old or in the plan- 


ning of new towns. For it will not be’ 


banned from the newly planned towns by 
mere local administrative decisions. Socio- 
geographical differentiation will only dis- 
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and disappear slowly, as a 
result of a nation-wide deepening of 
democratisation. It will continue unless 
there is considerable industrial and social 
mobility and a general raising of stan- 
dards of living. 

‘‘Of course, the easiest and the most 
desirable solution to the existing socio- 
geographical differentiation in our cities 
appears to be social mixing within neigh- 
bouring units. But it may not be so easy 
after all, At present, neighbourliness 
appears to develop naturally in areas of 
social homogeneity. Moreover, there is at 
present stubborn resistance to such re- 
shuffling of people. Rehousing officers in 
bombed areas have countless tales to tell 
of people’s refusal to move even a short 
distance away to what appears to them a 
strange area, with strange people, strange 
shops and strange pubs. If the negative 
features of the present socio-geographical 
differentiation are to be mitigated, the 
unit design should be as flexible as possible, 
Except for the most essential daily services, 
the unit should not be self-contained. 
Social relations between the different units 
should be encouraged as much as possible. 
There should be no strict physical de- 
marcation; units should be physically 
linked rather than divided. In any case, 
the return to the small self-contained urban 
unit appears to be a forlorn hope. The 
existing trend is for a progressive division 
of labour and of interests. Cities have de- 
veloped precisely to give scope to ever- 
increasing specialised fields and to facili- 
tate their necessary inter-relationships. 
This trend can be controlled, but it can- 
not be cancelled. 


Methods of Social Survey. 


The observation of institutional re- 
quirements, the third major social aspect 
of town planning, illustrated the manifold 
institutional and geographically far-flung 
requirements of each individual and of 
each neighbourhood. What methods were 
used to obtain a,picture of the existing 
groups and institutional requirements of a 
town? First of all, existing statistics, 
collected by the central or local govern- 


appear, 


ment could be utilised to tabulate and map 


the distribution of various social indices 
throughout the town. Rent, rateable 
value,. number of persons per house, 
specific sickness and mortality rates, inci- 
dence of truancy and delinquency were all 
readily available indices which, when 
properly related and computed, showed the 
major socio-geopraphical differentiation of 
the town. And it was important to 
study a variety of such indices, in 
order to observe whether and _ to 
what extent they were, in fact related, 
whether the pattern presented by any one 
of them was pacer co by some or all of the 
others. Again, such tables and maps could 
not be interpreted unless the local ad- 
ministrative machinery for housing, educa- 
tion, health services and so on was studied 
at the same time. It was evident that 
the handling of such material required ex- 
erience, skill, and a comprehensive know- 
edge of the loca] situation. 

** Secondly, sample surveys were used to 
supplement the existing material on social 
characteristics, to discover neighbourhoods 
and institutional requirements and to in- 
quire into people’s attitudes. A sample 
survey was, however, not sufficient for the 
observation of institutional attachments 
and institutional catchment areas. For 
such purposes, a third method of investi- 
gation, that was Institutional Censuses, 
must be used. The maps of Bethnal Green 
school, church and club catchment areas 
were all basedonsuch institutional censuses. 


In each case the names, addresses and. 


other particulars of all pupils or members 
attending were obtained. In order to 
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appreciate the impact of a given institu- 
tion on its neighbourhood, its history, ad- 
ministration and current functions should 
also be observed. 

‘* Systematic Observation, the fourth 
method, alone could bring out all the less 
tangible aspects of neighbourhood life. 
Participation in and descriptions of people’s 
lives, their houses, their streets and the 
places they went to were needed to make 
all the tables and maps derived from the 
more mechanical forms of investigation 
meaningiul. Only such observations could 
weld together all the other material so as 
to provide a final concrete and complete 

icture. That phase of social studies was 
argely neglected at the present time, pro- 
bably because it was so difficult to see the 
an for the trees, to cut out irrelevancies 
and mere oddities and to produce descrip- 
ig which were precise as well as true to 
ife. 

‘‘ Having gained all this information, 
and by the rather cumbersome and arid 
methods of investigation employed nowa- 
days, how should it be utilised by the 
planners? Having found out how condi- 
tions are at present, should we merely 
accept them and work out a status quo 
design? Surely, such timid acceptance is 
incompatible with planning. The essence 
of understanding the present is to be able 
to anticipate realistically and to plan pro- 
gressively. Any investigations which are 
not purposeful in this sense must be strictly 
excluded. So much needs to be done that 
there is no time for researching just for 
the fun of it. Indeed, the major job in 
any inquiry is to cut irrelevant parts. 
But it must be done, and town planners 
should see to it that sociologists do it.”’ 


SCHOOL NEWS 


WE have received the prospectus for 
the forthcoming year of the Liverpool 
School of Architecture, together with 
an appendix descriptive of the Depart- 
ment of Civic Design. The autumn term 
started on September 26, and the school 
is under the direction of Professor L. B. 
Budden, M.A., F.R.I.B.A. Prospectus 
and full particulars are obtainable from 
the, Registrar, the University; Liverpool. 
- The Robert Gordon’s Technical College, 
Aberdeen, also send the prospectus of the 
School of Architecture (Dr. A. ©. West, 
Director, Mr. E. F. Davies, B.Arch. 
(Liverpool), Principal Teacher). The 
session commenced on September 12, and 
prospectus and full details are obtainable 
from the Director. ; 
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OBITUARY 


P. R. Morley-Horder, F.R.1.B.A., F.S.A. 

The death took place on October 7 of 
Mr. Percy Richard Morley-Horder, 
F.R.I.B.A., F.S.A. Although primarily 
a domestic architect, he designed a num- 
ber of large buildings, among them the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, Malet-street, W.C.; Cheshunt 
College, Cambridge (won in competition 
just before the last war); National 
Institute of Agricultural Botany (Cam- 
bridge); Library and Chapel at Westcott 
House, Cambridge; and work at Jesus 
College, Cambridge. He also designed the 
Agricultural Economics Research Insti- 
tute, Oxford, and the East Midlands Uni- 
versity, Nottingham, where he also laid 
out Highfields Park. The Gyde Orphan- 
age, Painswick, was another of his works. 

Morley-Horder was educated at the 
City of London School, and articled to 
the late George Devey. In his earlier 
days when he was building up a consider- 
able West End practice in domestic archi- 
tecture from his office in Bond-street, he 
was a picturesque personality, who did not 
disdain the effect of long hair and flowing 
tie upon impressionable clients. Never- 
theless, he was a sound, practical architect. 
His domestic work, in which he was par- 
ticularly happy, included houses at Walton 
Heath for Mr. Lloyd George and the late 
C. F. G. Masterman, but he designed 
many houses and village halls and insti- 
tutes in the Cotswolds, Sussex, Dorset, 
and Hampshire (where he himself lived in 
the beautiful Meon valley). 


R. M. Y. Gleadowe, C.V.O. 

We regret to record the death of Mr. 
Reginald Morier Yorke Gleadowe, at the 
age of 56, Slade Professor of Fine Art, 
Oxford University, from 1928-33. A man 
of considerable parts, Gleadowe gradu- 
ated to the arts by way of Winchester 
College, New College, Oxford (where he 
took a first-class in Greats), and the Civil 
Service, where he acted as private secre- 
tary to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 
From 1914-18 he was a King’s Messenger 
in the Eastern Mediterranean. In 1912 he 
began to study art in the Slade School, 
and after the war he first lectured at the 
National Gallery, and ‘was from 1919-23 
assistant to the Director. For many years 
he had been responsible for art at Win- 
chester College, where he encouraged the 
boys to take the widest possible outlook 
on art. He was a member of Winchester 
City Council and chairman in 1938 of its 
housing and town planning committee. 

Gleadowe, a member of the National 
Register of Designers, was responsible for 
much excellent work. That by which he 
is popularly best known is the Sword of 
Stalingrad, but much of his finest work 
took the form of gold and silver plate, 
one of the best examples being the plate 
for the Royal Victorian Order in the 
Chapel of the Savoy, an Order of which 
he was made Commander in 1943. He 
was a member of the Council of the Gold- 
smiths’ Company. 

Marcus E. Collins, F.R.1.B.A. 

Mr. Marcus Evelyn Collins, F.R.1.B.A., 
whose death at the age of 83 we regret to 
record, was a partner in the firm of M. E. 
and O. H. Collins, of Old Broad-street. 
The firm had an extensive practice in 
London, among their best-known buildings 
being the Furness, Withy headquarters in 
the City and the Carreras building at 
Mornington-crescent. 


Wilfrid E. Kelly, A.R.1.B.A. 

The death has taken place, on active 
service, of Mr. Wilfrid Edwin Kelly, 
A.R.I.B.A., ‘of the Ministry of Health, 
Lieutenant R.N.V.R. 
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LONDON HOUSING 


WINTER PLANS, 1944-45. 


In a communication (Circular 134/44) 
addressed to clerks of all Housing Autho- 
rities in the London Civil Defence Region 
by the Ministry of Health, the following 
points occur :— 

It is.generally agreed that the first ob- 
jective of the campaign [repair of war- 
damaged London housing] is that every 
person whose home hag been damaged 
shall, with all speed, be enabled to live 
under tolerable conditions in which the 
weather is kept out and the warmth kept 
in, and that, in addition to the repair of 
war damage, action should be taken to 
provide such extra temporary housing 
accommodation as can be made available 
by simple adaptation or by conversion of 
ertoting buildingswor. by the erection of 

uts. : 

The keys to the problem are labour and 
materials, Accordingly, steps have been 
taken to increase substantially the head of 
labour at present engaged on the repair 
of war damage in London; first, by reduc- 
ing the licensing limit of £100 to £10, as 
explained in a separate circular, and so 
concentrating on really essential work the 
building labour at present in London, and, 
second, by transferring to London em- 
ployers and workmen, including those 
whose homes are in London, from the pro- 
vinces. The Government have undertaken 
the responsibility for the accommodation 
and welfare of provincial workers, and 
the necessary first instalment of this work 
will shortly be completed. Such work, 
however, makes calls on building labour, 
and the Minister, whilst realising the diffi- 
culties, feels sure that loca] authorities 
will do everything they can to help in 
finding lodgings for provincial workmen 
and so enable labour not only to be em- 
ployed on the repair of war damage in- 
stead of on the preparation of accommo- 
dation, but to be brought in more quickly 
and make smaller demands on transport. 
Materials commensurate with the increased 
labour force envisaged have been ordered. 


In general the Government have given 
work on the provision of houses for the 
winter in London: the highest priority for 
both labour and materials, but the de- 
mands are so great that resources are 
bound to be limited for some time to come, 
and it is vital that both labour and 
materials should be used to the greatest 
advantage and with the greatest economy. 
Proper planning and supervision of the 
work is therefore essential, and the 
Government are doing all they can to 
arrange for the return to local authorities 
of their transferred staff, which, but for 
their transfer, would have been engaged 
on urgent housing work. In view of the 
difficulties, however, the employment of 
firms of architects and quantity surveyors 
is strongly recommended. hese firms 
would, of course, work under the control 
of the War Damage Officer of the local 
authority, and it is suggested that autho- 
rities in need of further planning and 
supervisory staff might, as one possible 
method, reorganise their present staff by 
allocating it to a part of their area and 
utilise the services of outside firms in the 
remaining part. - 


Repair of War-Damaged Houses.—Notes 
have already been issued to local authori- 
ties advising them as to the standard to 
be adopted in the repair of war-damaged 
houses. In order to ensure that the 


maximum labour force is available for this 
work, all registered builders have been 
invited to apply for contracts with the 
local authorities, who it is hoped will be 
able to employ them all. 


Where the local 
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‘quthority are unable to employ a_par- 


ticular firm, or a particular firm apply to 
have a contract with the Ministry of 
Works, arrangements will be made for 
them to be employed direct by that De- 
partment, who will organise the small 
builders into working parties for employ- 
ment either by the local authorities or by 
the Ministry of Works. 


A new form of contract, for use of local 
authorities in employing contractors in 
repair of war-damaged houses, is being dis- 
cussed with the Associations of — Local 
Authorities and with the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers. It 
will replace for this purpose the model 
form of Ministry of Home Security con- 
tract, and must in future be adopted by 
loca] authorities in all cases. Contracts 
in accordance with the new form should 
be made with retrospective effect to June 
15 last and the necessary adjustments of 
payments should be settled forthwitn 
Any difficulties experienced in reaching s 
settlement should be reported to the 
Ministry. 

There is every reason to think that, in 
general, labour can, in present circum- 
stances, be used to best advantage on war 
damage repairs if local authorities con- 
tinue their policy of concentrating, in the 
first instance, on the slightly damaged 
houses, working upwards to those more 
seriously damaged, and giving preference 
to those which are occupied. Experience 
suggests that on the broad average over 
this range of operations the number of 
man-hours required to repair a house of 
moderate size would be about 250, a figure 
uormally lower than that required for pro- 
viding any alternative form of accommo- 
dation. 


Adaptation and Conversicn of Existing 
Premises.—Clearly the quickest and most 
economical way of securing accommoda- 
tion in existing premises is by the requi- 
sition and adaptation of small empty 
houses under the powers already dele- 
gated to clerks of local authorities. No 
furnished houses should be requisitioned 
without prior consultation with the absent 
householder. 

It may be that, in some districts, addi- 
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tional housing accommodation can be pro- 
vided quickly by taking over existing 
large houses and adapting them for use 
by more than one family. Local authori- 
ties were encouraged some months ago to 
requisition such houses and carry out any 
necessary conversions or adaptations pro- 
vided the cost did not exceed £400 per 
flat or similar tenement. In present cir- 
cumstances full conversion is probably im- 
practicable in most cases, and only the 
provision of elementary amenities can be 
contemplated. The criterion should be 
the number of man-hours necessary to 
carry out the work of adaptation, and any 
proposed work should be compared with 
the figure given above for the repair of 
war damage. The estimated number of 
man-hours based on experience with 
pare cases of adaptation are given in 
the Appendix I. It is recognised that the 
housing accommodation in the region is so 
acute that, in some cases in some areas, 
adaptation ek dg | a greater number of 
hours will have to be made. 


Huts.—In some districts the housing 
shortage is so acute that, notwithstanding 
the accelerated repair of war damage and 
the simple adaptation of existing premises, 
it will be essential to provide emergency 
temporary accommodation. In these cases 
the Government are prepared to supp! 
temporary hutments similar to those w: ich 
have been erected as an experiment in 
Poplar, and to pay the cost of their erec- 
tion. Technical notes regarding the huts 
available are issued. It will be seen that 
the huts are of two types—Uni-Seco and 
Asbestos-Cement Nissen, of which the 
latter can be supplied the more readily. 
Where needed, the fixtures indicated in 
the notes will be supplied centrally by the 
Government, as in the case of huts the 
vange is necessarily limited. 


As sites for these huts will be required 
at once, the Minister, in the exercise of 
his powers under the Defence (General) 
Regulations, 1939, has decided to extend, 
and hereby extends the powers already 
delegated in Circular 1949 dated January 
18, 1940, to include the taking possession 
of sites required for this purpose if they 
cannot otherwise be obtained quickly. 
The delegation is subject to the following 
conditions :— 

(a) The powers shall not be exercised in 
advance of the occasion on which the sites 
are required; (>) the prior consent of the 
Senior Regional Office of the Ministry of 
Health shall be obtained. 


In the case of war-damaged sites, only 
those which are “‘ total losses ’’ under the 
War Damage Acts should be selected. 
The supply of these huts must not be con- 
fused with the provision of emergency 
factory-made houses under the terms of 
the Housing (Temporary Accommodation) 
Bill now before Parliament. The tem- 
porary huts now in question are being 
supplied by the Ministry of Health as part 
of the provision for the homeless, and the 
approved cost will be borne by the 
Ministry. 

It is intended that the huts should be 
occupied only for a short time and should 
then be removed. The selection of the 
occupants (who will be licensees and not 
tenants) will be in the discretion of the 
local authority and the charges made 
should be in accordance with the prin- 
ciples laid down in Circular 2234 dated 
December 12, 1940. It is suggested, for 
the guidance of local authorities, that zhe 
charges made should not exceed 10s. per 
week inclusive of rates. 


Programme.—In order that the avail- 
able resources may be used to maximum 
advantage is is important that local autho- 
rities should draw up forthwith pro- 
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grammes of the work they wish to do dur- 
ing the next six months in respect of :— 

1. Repair to war damage to houses. 

2. (a) Adaptation and (4) conversion of 
existing premises. 

3. Huts. 

Local authorities should submit this 
on eee as soon as possible to the 
Ministry under two heads :— 

(a) The work they are able to do with 
the existing head of labour. 

(6) The urgent work they wish to carry 
out, indicating this in such terms that the 
further head of labour can be calculated. 

These programmes will be reviewed im- 
mediately they are received, and any ad- 
ditional labour which becomes available 
will be allocated on the basis of the 
approved programmes and of the needs of 
each area measured in terms of the total 
loss of houses from all causes. 


AppenpDIx I: Examptes or REeEstRicreD 
Works or ApDaPTATION. 

The figures given for man-hours are ap- 
proximate only and do not relate to the 
conversion of houses into self-contained 
flats, but merely comprise occasional par- 
titions with an additional sink and ser- 
vices and a gas or electric point for a 
cooker per family. 

Example 1.—Two-storey house, six 
rooms, with total floor area of 1,050 sq. ft. 
Adapted for occupation of two families. 
Man-hours—350. 

Example 2.—Three-storey house, nine 
rooms, with a total floor area of 1,600 sq. 
ft. Adapted for occupation by three 
families. Man-hours—450. 


SOCIETIES & INSTITUTIONS 


R.1.B.A. 
EXAMINATION OF LICENTIATES TO QUALIFY 
FOR CANDIDATURE AS FELLOWS. 

The Examination of Licentiates to 
qualify for candidature as Fellows was 
held in London and Edinburgh from July 
5 to 10. The successful candidates were : 
John W. M. Dudding, John Harold Jones, 
Elias William Palmer. 


CHARTERED SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITUTION. 

Professional Examinations Prize-winners. 

Following is a list of prize-winners in 
the Professional Examinations, 1944 :— 

Penfold Gold Medal, Driver Prize, 
H. D. K. Everitt, Caterham; Penfold 
Silver Medal, Robert Irwin Barr Prize, 
D. C, Hannah, Dumfries; Wainwright 
Prize, John Gilchrist Prize, T. Carmichael, 
Paisley, Scotland; Institution Prize, EK. 
Hinde, Staveley, nr. Chesterfield; Gals- 
worthy Prize, J. Dryburgh, York ; Crawter 
Prize, P. §S. Strudwick, New Malden, 
Surrey; Special Prize, R. Maycock, Don- 
caster; Quantities Prize, K. King, Abbey 
Wood, S8.E.2; Constructive and Working 
Drawings Prize, J. W. G. Wilkins, 
Leatherhead, Surrey ; Hyman Marks Prize, 
M. Smith, South Gosforth, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne; Julian Rogers Prize, L. Gardner, 
Southfields, S.W.18. 


4,500 More Men for House Repairs. 
The Home Office and Ministry of Home 
Security announces that 4,500 men with 
skilled experience in the building in- 
dustry are to be released at once from the 
N.F.S. in London and the London Rescue 
Service to augment the pool of skilled 
labour which is being made available to 
Sir Malcolm Trustram Eve for the repair 
of bombed houses. The firemen number 
approximately 2,500 and the rescue 
workers some 2,000. By agreement with 
the Trade Unions Joint Consultative Com- 
mittee for the Civil Defence Services the 
men will be released as soon as they can 
go straight to a job. Since the men are 
resident in London they will not increase 
the pressure on London’s accommodation. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Town and Country Planning; 
New Compensation Clauses. 

Mr, A, GREENWOOD asked the Deputy 
Prime Minister whether he could make a 
statement on the Government’s_inten- 
tions with regard to the revision of Part II 
of the Town and Country Planning Bill 
as introduced. 

Mr. Attize replied: The Government 
intend to maintain the general principle 
that compensation in respect of land 
and buildings shall be assessed by refer- 
ence to prices current at March 31, 1939, 
and they are not prepared to allow any 
general increase to be added automati- 
cally to the compensation so assessed. 
They propose, however, that in certain 
types of case an addition should be made 
on the following lines. : 

An owner-occupier of buildings or of 
agricultural property will be entitled to 
claim from the purchasing authority 
such an addition to the compensation as 
may be reasonable, having regard to all 
relevant circumstances, whether favour- 
able or unfavourable. This addition will 
not in any case exceed a sum represent- 
ing a 30 per cent. proportion of value at 
1939 prices, and will not include anythin 
referable to site value in the case 0 
buildings or to development rights in the 
case of agricultural properties. 

A claimant will be treated as an owner- 
occupier on the ground either of actual 
occupation at the time of notice to treat 
or of a proved right and intention to 
occupy within a limited future period. 
The provision will be framed so as to 
give equivalent treatment in the case 
of property which, owing to war damage, 
is incapable for the time being of occu- 
pation. Provision will be made for vary- 
ing the 30 per cent. maximum upwards 
or downwards by means of orders made 
with Parliamentary approval. y 

A right of appeal to a suitable tribunal 
will be given to any claimant in the 
event of his being dissatisfied with the 
offer made to him. : 

There is one further type of case in 
which the Government propose an addi- 
tion. Suitable provision will be made 
for an addition, within the foregoing 
general conception, where expenditure 
has been incurred by the claimant at en- 
hanced prices on improvements to the 
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property concerned during the period be- 
tween March 31, 1939, and the date of the 
notice to treat, so far as these improve- 
ments are not paid for or provided for 
in other ways. This addition will not 
be restricted, as will the other, to owner- 
occupiers, 


Local Authorities’ Officers. 

Mr. Price asked the Minister of Health 
whether he was aware that local 
authorities were advertising for town and 
country planning officers, and specifying 
that the applicants should be exempt 
trom, or ineligible for, military service; 
and whether he would take steps to en- 
sure that persons qualified for these posts 
who were now in the Armed Services 
would have their chance in due course, 

Mr. WILLINK said he understood that 
some appointments of Town and Country 
Planning Officers must be made without 
delay, but that so many of these officers 
were likely to be required in the future 
that there was no reason to fear that 
possible candidates who were now in the 
Services would be denied the opportunity 
for appointment, which, in his view, they 
ought to have. 

Mr, W. J. Brown asked the Minister 
of Health if local authorities were satis- 
fied that they had in their service, or 
readily available, a sufficient number of 
professional and technical officers to en- 
able them to bring to a speedy conclu- 
sion the works of survey, layout and 
design that must be completed before 
contracts for house building could be put 
out to tender. 

Mr. WILLINK.—No, sir. But every 
effort is being made to help local 
authorities to get the staff they need. 


Bomb Damage Repairs. 

Mr. Astor asked the Minister of Health 
whether he was aware that work on the 
repair of bomb-damaged houses in Lon- 
don was often delayed through the lack 
of adequate preliminary surveying be- 
fore workmen arrive, with the result that 
the right amount of material and cate- 
gories of skilled workmen were not avail- 
able; and would he take steps to bring 
into London surveyors from the pro- 
vinees and from the Services. 

Mr. WitLInkK.—Yes, sir. I am aware 
of the difficulties under which local 
authorities are operating. Sir Malcolm 
Trustram Eve is consulting with the 
Chartered Surveyors’ Institution and with 
the local authorities in regard to the 
assistance that might be given by sur- 
veyors in London and from elsewhere. 

Str Herperkt WILLIAMS asked the Par- 
liamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works whether his attention had been 
drawn to the fact that the present exces- 
sive hours being worked by the men en- 
gaged on the repairs to bombed houses 
were causing undue fatigue, with the re- 
sult that the amount of work being ac- 
complished was less than would be the 
ease if they were working substantially 
shorter hours. 

Mr. Hicks said he was aware that there 
was some divergence of view with regard 
to the hours at present being worked 
on the repair of bombed houses in Lon- 
don, but the Government, after review- 
ing all the factors of this very urgent 
situation, decided to maintain until 
October 8 a 62-hour week. As the hours 
of daylight became shortar the hours 
worked were being progressively reduced 
to 515 hours per week in mid-winter. 

Mr. W. J. Brown asked the Minister of 
Health if he would state the total num- 
ber of dwellings in the London Civil 
Defence Region which had been destroyed 
or so badly damaged as to need demoli- 
tion as a result of enemy air attack up 
to June 10, 1944. Mr. W1ILLINK.—84,668. 

Mr. G. HUTCHINSON asked the Minister 
of Labour what arrangements were being 
made for the release from the Services 
of building trade operatives required 
urgently for the repair of war damaged 


houses, including skilled operatives 
formerly self-employed. 

Mr, E. Bevin.—It is not possible in 
present circumstances for the armed 
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Forces to release large numbers of their 
trained personnel for civilian work, how- 
ever urgent. Considerable numbers ot 
skilled building trade workers in trades 
in which the scarcity is most acute have, 
however, been and are still being released 
from the army for work with contractors 
engaged jn bomb-damage repairs in Lon- 
don and withthe gone Repair Squads 
of the Ministry of Works. In addition, 
a considerable number of men in uniform 
have been’ lent by the Royal Navy and 
the Royal Air Force to assist in first-aid 
repairs. Skilled operatives formerly self- 
employed have not been released as a 
special class, but the cases of individual 
men are considered if application for 
their release is:made by the Ministry of 
Works in the normal way. 


Temporary Houses. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health if he was satisfied that the emer- 
gency houses, of which the prototypes 
were to be seen at the Tate Gallery, would 
be satisfactory from both constructional 
and hygienic points of view; and in what 
way they did not conform to his Minis- 
try’s model bye-laws. 

Mr. WILLINK said that these prototypes 
had been approved by the Burt Com- 
mittee from the constructional aspect, 
and they would, he was advised, be satis- 
factory from the hygienic point of view 
under the conditions of licensed use in 
public ownership. They did not conform 
to the model bye-laws in regard to height 
of rooms and ventilation under the 
ground floor, and questions might arise 
in regard to siting and the position of 
outbuildings. 


Rural Housing. 

Masor Keatine asked the Minister of, 
Health if the ceiling figure of £400 for a 
house reconditioned under the Housing 
(Rural Workers) Act, 1926, might now be 
raised to correspond with the increased 
cost of the work. 

Mr. WILLINK said he hoped shortly to 
be submitting proposals for the amend- 
ment of these Acts. 


War Damage Compensation. 


widespread dissatisfaction with the pre- 
sent method of assessing compensation 
for war damage, he would assure owners 
of business premises destroyed by enemy 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Towards a Plan for Oxford City. ne 


Lawrence .Daug, F.R.I.B.A. Faber 
Faber. 6s. 


In 1941 Mr. Dale proposed to relieve 
the traffic through the High Street at 
Oxford, due to the extensive ‘industrial 
development on the east, by a road along 
the southern edge of Christ Church 
meadow and a route continuing this to- 
1 The proposal 
in the form indicated met with consider- 
able opposition as destructive to the 
amenities in this area, and the Planning 
Committee, in their report of 1942, did not 
arrive at a decision in its favour, giving 
preference to a route north of the city. 
In our review of this report we were not 
in agreement with this, and thought that 
Mr. Dale’s scheme, with the road taken 
rather farther south, was the better solu- 
tion, and, anticipating the present Govern- 
under- 
takings, claimed that an essential corol- 
lary of such a scheme was the removal of 
the main railway station to a position 
some three-quarters of a mile south of 
the present one, thus giving independent 
access to it from the university centre 
and the new industrial town; with the 
civic centre placed between the two, just 


wards the railway station. 


ment attitude towards statuto 


east of Magdalen Bridge. 


Mr. Dale 


Aldate’s. 


High Street. 


The arguments are presented in the 
form of an Analysis, Synthesis, and Epi- 
logue, but these do not take a pattern 
readily 
planner, and are overloaded with diver- 

Mr, WitMor asked the Chancellor of sions which, while displaying the author’s 
the Exchequer whether, in view of the erudition and imagination, are altogether 
too vague and fanciful to give the sup- 
port required to establish the validity of 
his scheme. 


comprehensible to the 


has now issued a detailed 
study of his plan, which substitutes a 
“social precinct’ and a school of design 
in this quarter, his civic centre being 
placed around the lower end of St. 
With this area replanned for 
the service of traffic to the railway station, 
the route from the east is about the same 
length as the present one through the 


town 








action that it was the policy of His 





Majesty’s Government that, provided 
those premises were of up to date and 
sound construction, they would qualify 
for compensation on a basis no _ less 
favourable than those who had_ suffered 
partial loss only and who qualify for a 
cost of works payment; and that the 
financial result to the owners of interests 
in war-damaged premises would be the 
same whether such owners receive a 
value payment, a converted value 
payment or a cost of works payment. 

Sir J. ANDERSON said that the assump- 
tion that a war-damaged building must 
be a “total loss ” as defined in the War 
Damage Act if entirely destroyed was in- 
correct, and premises which immediately 
before damage were structurally sound, 
were adequately equipped by modern 
standards for their purpose and did not 
represent a ‘wasteful “use of the site 
should qualify for a cost of works pay- 
ment under the formula prescribed in 
Section 7 of the Act, whatever the extent 
of the damage. As regards the second part 
of the question, the value payment pre- 
scribed in the Act was not related to 
building costs, but to the depreciation in 
the capital value of the property caused 
by the war damage calculated as at 
March 31, 1939. 

Mr. Witmor asked if the new rule, as 
now stated, in regard to qualifying for 
a cost of works payment under Section 7 
of the War Damage Act would apply to 
a building which had been totally 


destroyed if it conformed to the defini- 
tion that the Chancellor had given. 
Sir J. ANDERSON.—Yes, certainly; that 


The of 


Hall Mark C raftsmanship 


IR RAID 
DAMAGE REPAIRS 


LASS SUPPLIED 
or GLAZING 
SHOP FRONTS ano PLATE GLASS 


REPLACEMENTS RECEIVE 
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION 


AYGEE [. 


England's Largest 
Glazing Contractors. 


100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RD., S.E.1 


Ring: Waterloo 6314 
(6 lines) 











was the point of my answer, 


October 20 1944 


The Hub of the House. Part II: Cleaning. 
Association for Planning and Regional 
Reconstruction. : 
To design a factory successfully the 

architect must have a precise knowledge 

of the work which is carried out there. 

And to design a house successfully he 

must be well informed about the equip- 

ment required and the right placing of it. 

To achieve a better understanding between 

architect and housewife is one of the aims 

of the Association for Planning and 

Regional Reconstruction, and they have 

already issued two brochures on ‘‘ The 

Hub of the House,” one dealing with the 

town kitchen, the other with the country 

kitchen. Now comes one on Cleaning. 

This embraces personal ablutions, house- 

hold cleaning and home laundry work. 

The brochure comprises 25 quarto pages 
of text and 11 diagrammatic information 
sheets. The latter are far the more useful 
part. They are clearly drawn, but have 
been reproduced far too small—with the 
exception of two taken from the American 
Architect. How, for instance, can one 
study the planning of a bathroom when it 
is only 2in. square. The illustrations, 
indeed, are as small as the text is large. 
And the text is not composed of golden 
words of wisdom. The bulk of it is ele- 
mentary and obvious. Unless the archi- 
tect is supposed to belong to the lower 
orders of intelligence, it is futile to tell 
him that in the bathroom “‘ there should 
be sufficient space for such fittings as are 
required and adequate space to move in 
and to keep the place clean,’”’ or that ‘‘ the 
house must be kept clean in order to pre- 
vent deterioration of its substance and 
fittings, and to maintain the health of its 
inhabitants. ”’ 

Any architect with experience of house 
design will, in fact, learn little from the 
text of this brochure, but the illustrations, 
despite their size, are well worth study. 
Valuation for War Damage. By Ronatp 

Cotter, F.S.I., F.A.I. London: 

Butterworth & Co. (Publishers), Ltd. 

Price 10s. 6d. 

Any book which handles authoritatively 
the questions of valuations for war damage 
is welcome nowadays; and amongst such 
works the one under notice is outstanding. 
Mr. Ronald Collier draws on his practical 
experience as a chartered surveyor in 
giving methods of valuation for the 
various kinds of property which may 
receive war damage, and which need to 
be valued for compensation purposes. The 
examples he gives on the division of 
value payments are particularly useful. 
The book deals with valuations under the 
War Damage Aci, 1943. Also included are 
the Rent Acts, Town and Country Plan- 
ning Acts, and the Landlord and Tenant 
(War Damage) Acts, so far as they affect 
war damage. The matter contained in 
the book is reprinted from Butterworth’s 
Emergency Legislation Services (Anno- 
tated). It is of real value to all interested 
in the subject. 


Books Received. 


Tae War Damace Acts. 2nd Ed. By 
G. Granville Slack. (London: Butter- 
worth & Co. (Publishers), Ltd. Price 
20s. 9d. post free. 

How to Stupy an Otp Cuurcn. By A. 
Needham. (London: B. T. Batsford, 
Ltd.). Price 6s. net. 

REINFORCED ConcrRETE (revised ed). By 
J. McHardy Young. (London: Crosby 
Lockwood & Son, Ltd.) Price 5s. 

Burpinc Construction. Vols. 2 and 
3. By W. B. McKay, M.Sc.Tech., M.I. 
Struct.E. (London: Longmans Green & 
Co.) Price 9s. per vol. 
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AVAILABILITY OF LEAD 
NOTES ON MORE. RELAXATIONS IN 
THE CONTROL OF LEAD. 

Tut Ministry .of Supply, ‘‘ Lead Con- 
trol,’ have decided, after consultation 
with the Ministry of Works and the Minis- 
try of Production, that the following re- 
laxations in the use of lead shall be per- 
mitted. 

Lead piping 'may now be used for: (a) 
the total or partial reinstatement of 
houses or buildings; (b) houses and build- 
ings to be completed; and (c) in new 
houses and buildings. 

Such work would be covered by De- 
partmental Licences or Authorities issued 
by the following: either Ministry of 
Works, Ministry of Health, Department 
of Health for Scotland, Ministry of Com- 
merce Northern Ireland, or any Local 
Authority. 

Users requiring supplies of lead pipe 
under the above provisions should con- 
tact their usual suppliers, quoting the 
licence or authority, 

Recently a relaxation in the use of lead 
for domestic water supply purposes was 
agreed by the Control for work to be 
carried out in certain areas. The original 
fifteen areas have been expanded and the 
‘relaxation now operates in the. areas 
supplied by the following twenty-seven 
water-supply authorities: The County 
Boroughs of Barnsley, Oldham, Tyne- 


mouth and Barrow-in-Furness, the Water: - 


boards of Chesterfield and Bolsover, Fylde, 
Irwell Vailey, Southport and District, and 
Stirlingshire and Falkirk, the Corporation 
Waterworks of Cardiff, Glasgow, Liver- 
pool, Sheffield, Aberdeen, Belfast, Leices- 
ter, Torquay, Blackburn, and Plymouth. 
Also Water Damrectl of City of Edin- 
burgh, City of Leeds Waterworks Depart- 
ment, Beverley Rural District Council, 
Wath-on-Dearne Urban District Council, 
Borough of Darwen,, Greenock Borough 
Council, Royal Borough of Kirkcaldy, and 
Newcastle and Gateshead Water Company. 

Thug supplies of lead pipe for domestic 
water supply for new work both above 
and below ground can be obtained with- 
out restriction as to quantity against a 
declaration that such lead pipe will be 
used in the areas supplied by the respec- 
tive undertakings. 

It will be noted that the original re- 
laxation for certain areas only permitted 
the use of light-weight lead alloy pipe. 
This restriction has now been withdrawn, 
and the present position is that users are 
free to employ whatever lead pipe they 
consider will best suit their purpose. 

For repairs to gas waste, flush and over- 
flow pipes in these listed areas, the maxi- 
mum of 11 Ib. per repair is still applicable, 
and the usual repair certificate is re- 
quired. 

It has now been decided that a relaxa- 
tion in the control of lead for making 
lead beer piping can be permitted where 
supplies of pipe are necessary for the com- 
plete replacement of existing installations. 
Norma] repairs will continue to be 
governed by existing arrangements, i.e., 
50 repairs per 5 cwt. of pipe. 


Lightweight Concrete Aggregates. 

An up-to-date description of the 
different types of lightweight concrete 
aggregates available, together with an 
account of the properties as affecting their 
uses, is given in a revised edition of 
Building Research Bulletin No. 15, ‘‘ Light- 
weight Concrete Aggregates,’ which has 
just been issued by the Building Research 
Station of the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research and published by 
H.M. Stationery Office, price 3d. net. 
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COPPER FOR PIPE-LINE 
SERVICES IN BUILDING 


Tue Copper Development Association 
issues the following summary of the regu- 
lations governing the release of copper Ee 
plumbing purposes. 

Copper is released by the Non-Ferrous 
Metals Control as follows :— 

Water Pipes.—For the manufacture of 
tubes for water supply purposes in the 
following cases :— 

(a) For water pipes buried underground. 

(6) For light gauge cold and hot water 
pipes in installations of a permanent nature 
when the work is vessd by a licence or 
authority from any Government Depart- 
ment or local authority. 

(c) For cold and hot water pipes in ex- 
perimental or prototype installations when 
the work has the approval of any Govern- 
ment Department or local authority. 

(d) For light gauge water pipes other 
than those covered by (a), (6) and (c) 
above where it is proved to the satisfaction 
of the Non-Feyrous Metals Control that the 
character of the water is such that the use 
of ferrous pipes is impracticable. 

(e) In limited quantities for the essential 
repair of existing copper water pipe in- 
stallations. ’ 

Up to September 16 the condition speci- 
fied in (d) above has been accepted by the 
Control as existing in the areas supplied 
by the following water authorities. Others 
may in due course be added to, the 
list: Aberdeen City, Barnsley C.B., 
Barrow-in-Furness C.B.. Belfast City. 
Beverley R.D.C., Blackburn, Cardiff City 
Corporation Waterworks, Chesterfield and 
Bolsover W.B., Darwen Borough, Edin- 
bengh City Water Department, Fylde 
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B.C., Irwell Valley W.B., Kirkcaldy Royal 
Burgh, Leeds City Waterworks. Leicester 
Corporation, Liverpool Corporation Water- 
works, Newcastle and Gateshead Water 
Co., Oldham City Borough, Plymouth Cor- 
poration, Sheffield Corporation Water- 
works, Southport and District W.B., 
Stirlingshire and Falkirk W.B., Torquay 
Corporation, Tynemouth C.B., Wath-upon- 
Dearne U.D.C. 

Cylinders and Boilers.—For the produc- 
tion of sheets, strip or tubes for the limited 
manufacture of hot water cylinders, calori- 
fiers and fitted boilers (e.g., back boiler and 
similar types) in the following cases : (a) 
For installation in any case in which the 
water pipes connected to them are of 
copper or lead. (b) For the replacement of 
existing copper cylinders, calorifiers and 
boilers. 

Sanitation, Heating and Gas Pipes.— 
For the manufacture of tubes for use as 
sanitation (e.g., waste, soil, vent pipes, 
etc.), heating and gas pipes in the follow- 
ing cases : (a) For installations of a perma- 
nent nature when the work is covered by 
a licence or authority from any Govern- 
ment Department or local authority. (0) 
For experimental or prototype installations 
when the work has the approval of any 
Government Department or local authority. 
(c) For the essential repair of existing 
copper pipe installations. . 

Ball Valve Floats.—For the manufac- 
ture of all sizes and types of ball valve 
floats. 

In any case not mentioned above copper 
is released only where special circumstances 
exist which in the opinion of the Non- 
Ferrous Metals Control justify the use of 
the metal. 


DEVELOPMENT OF 
INDUSTRIAL TOWNS 


IMPORTANCE OF CIVIC AND 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN. 

OpeninG Bilston Civic Survey Exhibition 
recently, Mr. Henry Srravuss, M.P., 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Town and Country Planning, said that 
in the development of Bilston two kinds of 
design would be increasingly important 
and, he hoped, increasingly appreciated : 
Civic Design and Landscape Design. Theirs 
was an urban area, but it had an industrial 
landscape which was capable of being 
turned into a source of pleasure and attrac- 
tion in place of the dreariness and disorder 
which existed. They and their neighbours 
were actively engaged on designs for turn- 
ing bare land into planted land and waste 
into productivity. 

“* An industrial town,’’ he said, ‘‘ will 
never recover its civic dignity if people 
run away from it. If they are not to run 
away from it, two things are necessary : 
first, that there shall be sites capable of 
being developed for new industries, which 
will not be attracted by grime and the 
waste heaps of industries that have gone 
before; second, that the town itself shall 
be a source of pride and satisfaction to 
its citizens.’’ e art and skill of. the 
landscape architect could help them not 
only to produce the sites in which modern 
factories could function economically but 
also to provide open speces, recreation 

rounds and a background that was n 
instead of grey. e technique of Nena 
scape treatment, grading, the planting of 
waste heaps and soil chemistry had made 
enormous strides in the past ten years, both 
here and abroad. In Bilston they had a 
great deal of territory that could profit 
by such treatment, and, if it were accom- 
panied by the complementary advantage 
of good building, it could give them a pro- 
gressive industrial town of the twentieth 
century 


F 
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NEWS ITEMS 


Builder as Parliamentary Candidate. 


Mr. P. Gilmore, of Gilmore’s (Contrac- 
tors), will be a candidate for St. Pancras 
at the Parliamentary General Election. 


M.0.W. Northolt Houses. 

The standard wooden sashes in Blocks 
4 and 5 of the demonstration houses 
erected by the Ministry of Works at 
Northolt were designed by the English 
Joinery Manufacturers’ Association an 
not (as appeared in an official descrip- 
tion in our issue for October 6) by another 
association. 


**C” Class Licence Drivers’ Wages. 

A sub-agreement to the existing Wages 
Agreement made (the Ballast, Sand and 
Allied Trades’ Association informs us) 
on July 12 last, brings “‘C ”’ class licence 
drivers within the wages agreement of the 
N.J.C. for the Ballast and Sand Industry 
as from August 14 last. Explanatory 
notes are obtainable from the Association 
at Commonwealth House, New Oxford 
Street, W.C.1. 


Linseed Oil for Putty. 

The National Association of Putty 
Manufacturers inform us that the Minis- 
try of Works have advised them that in 
consequence of representations made by 
that Department to the Ministry of Food 
it has been arranged that linseed oil 
should again. be made available for the 
manufacture of linseed oil putty as from 
November 1. All allocations will be made 
through the Raw Materials Department 
of the National Paint Federation at 
“ Cotswold,” Pixham-lane, Dorking, and 
manufacturers should await the receipt 
from that office of precise information as 
to the steps to be ken to obtain supplies. 


Electrical Contracting Wages. 

In accordance with the Wages (War 
Adjustment) Agreement, as from the third 
pay day in October, for the pay period 
covered by that pay day, the Cost of 
Living (War) Addition will be 5d. per 
hour. Such addition to remain current up 
to and including the second pay day in 
January, 1945. In accordance with Clause 
1. of. an agreement between the parties 
dated September 6, 1944, the rate declared 
shall be subject to an addition of 1d. per 
hour, the resultant payments being :— 


per hour 
To labour ‘over 21 years of age... 6d. 
= » between 18 and 2 3d. 
9 oo nd eR IG 20 ea Ade 


1.C.W.A. Year Book. 

The 1944-45 Year Book of the Incor- 
porated Clerks of Works Association of 
Great Britain, just issued, fully maintains 
its customary usefulness. In addition to 
a directory of members, calendars for 
both years, and full information about 
the Association’s varied activities, it con- 
tains a wealth of technical data of value 
to all connected with the building in- 
dustry. Mr. G. W. Harris, who has 
edited the Year Book for the past thir- 
teen years, is to be congratulated on this 
new edition. Applications for copies 
should. be addressed to him at 43, 
Leopold-road, Harlesden, N.W.10. 


Housing in Concrete Construction. 

A system of concrete construction, for 
which a provisional patent has been 
taken out, has been devised by Mr. N. 
Jackson, of Bulwick, nr. Kettering, 
Northants. 

Viewed from the point of prefabrica- 
tion, the gee is of a very moderate 
nature, but the speed that should be 
obtained in erection will compare favour- 
ably’ with that expended in the erection 
of other more extreme systems of pre- 
fabrication. The main points of the 


system ‘are the elimination of timber or 
steel formwork and the rapidity with 
which the units may be assembled. A 
further feature of the scheme is that the 
units involved do not curtail in any way 
the scope of building designers. 

are obtainable from the designer. 


Details 
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“THE BUILDER ”’ 
PRICES AND WAGES. 


Until further notice and in order to 
devote more space to news, The Builder 
copyright ‘* Prices Current of Materials’’ 
and Rates of Wages will be given in the 
first issue of each month only. Current 
changes will be given weekly as they occur. 


BUILDING INDUSTRY WAGE INCREASE 


Tue National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry makes the following 
announcement :— 

(1) As from November 1, 1944, the stan- 
dard wage-rates for craftsmen shall be in- 
creased by 1d. per hour, the corresponding 
labourers’ rates by 3d. per hour—the 
existing sliding scale of Rule 11 (b) (i) to 
be adjusted accordingly. 

(2) As from July 1, 1945, the standard 
wage-rates for craftsmen shall be further 
increased by 1d. per hour, the correspond- 
ing labourers’ rates being adjusted in con- 
formity with Rule and the necessary 
further adjustments being made in the 
sliding scale. 

The Council records with warm approval 
the intentions of the parties to the National 
Joint Agreement to use their best 
endeavours to secure and encourage the 
utmost possible production of good-quality 
building work in order to meet the long- 
term needs of the community for accommo- 
dation and to co-operate jointly in efforts 
to remove obstacles thereto. 





Plain Walnut Veneer. 

All holders of stocks of plain walnut 
veneer, both merchants and consumers, 
are requested to send details of such 
stocks to their Timber Control Area 
Officer not later than October 30 next. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Cement Wharfage, London. 


The Rugby Portland Cement Co., Ltd, 
has acquired the Old Jamaica hart, 
Blackfriars, S.E. It will be renamed 
Crown Cement Wharf, and the telephone 
numbers will be: Waterloo 4267-8. 


Change of Address. 

Greenwood and Hanson, Ltd., patentees 
and manufacturers of the Grevak (Anti- 
Vak) Traps, announce that it has been 
necessary to remove their business from 
17, Bolan Street, Battersea, S.W.11, to 
113, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, to which 
address all correspondence should now 
be directed. It is hoped that this central 
address (telephone Chancery 8135) will 
prove of the greatest convenience to 
customers, who are assured of the con- 
tinuance of the company’s services. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


GLASGOW.—Corporation to erect school at 
Springburn-rd. and Hawthorn-st., for which the 
architect is John MacNab, 129, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. 

GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for alterations 
and extensions, for which the architect is 
George A. Boswell, 256, West George-st., Glas. 
gow.—Plans prepared for alterations and addi- 
tions at Possilpark tramway depot, for which 
the architect is Alexander Findlay, 46, Bath. 
st., Glasgow. 

GLASSFORD.—Plans_ prepared for dairy 
buildings and others at Townfoot and Heads 
Farms, for which the architects are Andrew 
Park & Sons, 22, Commercial-rd., Strathavon. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, -but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues, Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
OCTOBER 23. 

tEast Riding C.C.—Alteration and adaptation 
of certain rooms at Public Assistance Institu- 
tion, Bridlington,, to form venereal diseases 
treatment centre. County Architect, County 
Hall, Beverley, Tenders by November 6. 

OCTOBER 24. 

*tEssex C.C.—Erection of prefabricated hut- 
ment, internal reconstruction of existing 
timber building, erection of chair store and 
sundry works in main buildings providing addi- 
tional kitchen and dining-room at £2,000 to 
£2,500 at County High School for Girls, Chelms- 
ford. J, Stuart (F.), County Architect, County 
Hall, Chelmsford. 

OCTOBER 28. 

Bradford T.C.—Extension at Garden of Rest 

Scholemoor Cemetery. City A. 
OCTOBER 30. 

Cheshire C©.C.—Erection and completion of 
rehabilitation hutment at Clatterbridge 
(County) General Hospital, Bebington, E. M. 
Parkes, County A., The Castle, Chester. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
OCTOBER 31. 

Leeds Waterworks Commtitee.—Conversion of 
existing barn into a mistal at Bank Bottom 
Farm, Askwith Moor-rd., High Snowden. K. L. 
Foster, General Manager and E., Waterworks 
Dept., Civic Hall. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC “LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 
OCTOBER 24. 
tNotts C.C.—Internal and external painting 
at County Library, West Bridgford. County A., 
Shire Hall, Nottingham. 
OCTOBER 26. 

Stalybridge T.C.—External painting at East- 
wood House, Cheetham Park. §. Dep. £1 1s. 
OCTOBER 28. 

Southport E.C.—External painting at King 
George V. School, Ed. Office, 1, Eastbank-st. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
OCTOBER, 25. 

Newbury T.C.—Construcfion of reinforced 
concrete carriageways and separate drainage 
systems. S. 

Sunderland C.B.—Construction of carriage- 
ways and laying of sewers. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
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OCTOBER 27. : 
Atcham R.D.C.—For providing and laying 
approx. 1,100 yds. of 3 in. dia. cast-iron water 
main. §., 24, St. John’s-hill, Shrewsbury. 
OCTOBER 28. i y 
Hornchurch U.D.C.—Protection of 48 in. dia. 
concrete outfall sewer. D. E. Hart, S. Dep. 
1s, 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
OCTOBER 25. 

Coventry E.C.—Full-time Teacher of Plumbing 
and Allied Subjects at Technical College (Build- 
ing Dept.). Forms and conditions.from F. H. 
Harrod, D. of E., Council House. (Stamped and 
addressed envelope required.) 

OCTOBER 30. 

Portsmouth 1T.C.—(1) Assistant Planning 

£850-£50-£1,000; (2) Assistant Archi- 
£850-£50-£1,000; (3) Chief Planning 
i £500-£25-£600 ; (4) Planning 
Assistants; (a) Grade D, £450-£20-£510, (b) 
Grade C. £390-£15-£435. F. Sparks, T.C., 
Municipal Offices, Royal Beach Hotel, Southsea. 
(All salaries supplemented by war bonus.) 


tect. 
Assistant, 


OCTOBER 31. 

*Middlesex C.E.C.—(1) Appointment of Head 
of Building Dept. at Willesden Technical 
College. £550 rising to £750 p.a, Bonus £52. 
Forms of application from The Secretary (T), 
Middlesex Ed. Committee, 10, Gt. George-st., 
Westminster, 8.W.1; (2) Full-time Assistant 
Master to teach Technical Drawing and Build- 
ing Construction. Forms of eepecesion from 
Principal, Tottenham Technical College, High- 
rd., Tottenham, N.15. 

NOVEMBER 2. ‘ 

.*Swindon T.C.—Engineering Assistants. £330, 
rising to £360 p.a., plus £49 8s. bonus, Applica- 
tions, quoting E.1150XA, to Ministry of Labour 
and National Service, Room 432, Alexandra 
House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 

NOVEMBER 3. 

*Lindsey (Lines) C.C.—Senior Assistant. £325- 
£375 p.a., plus £49 8s. bonus. Applications by 
letter only to Philip W. Birkett (A.), County 
Architect, County Offices, Lincoln. 

NOVEMBER 6. 
_ *West Ham C.B.—Head of School of Build- 
ing. £580-£25-£20-£625. Particulars and form of 
application from the Principal, West Ham 
Municipal College. (Stamped and addressed 
envelope required.) 

NOVEMBER 13. 

*Essex C€.C.—(a) Senior Planning Assistant 
(salary to be fixed); (b) Junior Draughtsman. 
£75-£12 10s.-£150, plus bonus. Applications, 
accompanied by three testimonials, to J. E. 
a, C. of C.C., County Hall, Chelms- 
‘ord. 


NO DATE, 

*Overseas Employment.—Clerk of Works, West 
Indies. £500, plus tratisport allowance. Appli- 
cations, quoting Ref. No. O.8.290, to Ministry 
of Labour and National Service, Appointments 
Dept., Sardinia-st., Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORKS 


Anglesey.—E.C. propose intermediate school 
at Maesllwyn, Amlwch. 

Bangor, North Wales.—T.C. propose develop- 
ment of Coed Mawr Farm as housing estate. 

Batley.—T.C. propose to lay out land at 
Healey for housing developments. C.F. 
Authorities, Parochial Hall, Hanging Heaton, 
propose child welfare centre. 

edworth.—U.D.C. to acquire sites for houses 
at Bulkington and Bedworth. 

‘Blidworth.—Miners’ Welfare Committee pro- 
pose Youth Club headquarters adjoining Wel- 
fare Institute. 

Burton-on-Trent.—E.C. propose Youth Centre 
at Guild-st. school. 

Crook and Willington.—Page, Son & Brad- 
bury, King-st., South Shields, _— archi- 
tects for housing schemes, for U.D.C. 

Daventry.—R.D.C. to erect 80 houses at 
Woodford. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—S. Drydale, 85, St. Mary’s- 
av., Monkseaton, Northumberland, prepared 
plans for erection of garage, offices and 
sanitary accommodation. 

Garstang.—C.E. Authorities propose Central 
school at Pilling. ri 

Gateshead.—T.C. to prepare housing sites for 
1,000 houses. 

Golborne.—U.D.C. propose houses at Clough 
Farm and off King’s-av., Lowton. 

Hereford.—T.C. approved: Public conveniences 
at “‘ Market Tavern,” at £229; Youth Club at 
Baptist Chapel, Commercial-st., for Trustees ; 
office and garage. C. E. T. Booth, architect, 1, 
Kyrle-st.; E.C. propose scullery at Holmer 
Infants’ school. 

Jarrow.—G. W. Smith, Wansbeck-rd., Jarrow, 
is architect for factory. 

Lancashire.—E.C. propose: Temporary schoul 
at Aintree, nr. Liverpool. Permanent site for 
camps at Droylsden; establishment of residen- 
tial college, 

Lancaster.—Board of «Governors of Royal 
Albert Institution propose reorganisation ot 
laundry, kitchen, stores and schools, 
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Lindsey.—C.C. propose farm institute. 

Lytham St. Annes.—T'.C. propose 50 houses at 
Lytham and 50 at St. Annes-on-Sea. 

Mansfield.—T.C. approved: . Alterations at 
Palace theatre, Leeming-st., for Directors; 
alterations at ‘‘ Horse and Jockey’ hotel, for 
J. Hole and Co., Ltd., The Brewery, Newark-on- 
Trent; office, for W. Scott & Co., Ltd. 

Maltby.—U.D.C. propose public conveniences. 

Northampton.—T.C. to develop land for 1,500 
houses, shopping centre, schools, maternity and 
child welfare centres, etc. 

Middlesbrough.—E.C. to provide additional 
temporary accommodation at Kirby Secondary 
school and Acklam Hall Secondary school; 
dining hut to be provided at High school. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—E.C. to carry out rein- 
statement of Muscott Grove school, Whickham 
pes. Plans by Estate and Property S., Town 

all. 

Northumberland.—Alnwick Castle to be con- 
verted into county emergency training college 
for teachers. 

Northwich.—U.D.C. propose 250 houses. 

Otdham.—E.C. propose additions at Hollin- 
wood Senior schools, gymnasium, etc. 

_ Rawtenstall.—Lancashire C.C. propose altera- 
tions to Female “A” Ward at Moorlands In- 
firmary for maternity cases. 

Runcorn.—U.D.C. propose 150 houses. 

St. Michael’s-on-Wyre.—Trustees of Westfield 
Memorial Village propose additional houses at 
Westfield Memorial Village. 

Salford.—Henry Smith, Ltd., 3, Ford-la., 
Pendleton 6, propose to erect demonstration 
houses. 

Scarisbrick.—Trustees of Scarisbrick National 
Services Club, Scarisbrick Institute, Bullens-la., 
propose club headquarters. 

Shrewsbury.—Kraft Dairies, Ltd., Ruyton XI 
Towns, Baschurch, propose extensions to 
factory. ‘ 

South Shields.—Government Colonial Office to 
convert old employment exchange at Green-st., 
into hostel for coloured seamen. 

Staffordshire.—E.C. propose’ erection of 
Modern school at Penkridge. Plans by A. C. H. 
Stillman (F.), County Ed. Committee, County- 
bldgs., Stafford. 

Stourbridge.—T.C. 
Rufford estate. 

Stourbridge.—Board of Management of North 
Worcestershire Joint Hospital, Hayley Green, 
propose extensions. 

Stretford. —T.C. 
houses. 

Sunderland.—Page, Son & Bradbury, King- 
st., South Shields, omnes plans for altera- 
tions for St. John’s Malting Co., Ltd. 

Ulverston.—R.D.C. propose public conveni- 
ences, at £380. 

Uttoxeter. —U.D.C. 
maternity home. 

Wallsend.—T.C. to prepare sites for 540 houses. 
Plans by J. A. Blench, B.E. 

Wardle.—U.D.C. propose 200 houses at Little 
Howarth Farm, Smallbridge. 

West Hartlepool.—Ministry of Education 
approved erection of scullery at Ward Jackson 
school. 

Worcestershire.—Standing Joint Committee 
revere police buildings at Cradley, Yew Tree 
‘arm area and at Lapal. 


cEDERATED 
PLOY ERS 


The Leading Office for 


| Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 


propose 70 houses on 


to prepare plans for 500 


propose provision of 























MOTOR 
Etc. Etc. 
Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 


23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, E.C.2 





323 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


East Riding.—E.C. propose dining-hall 
kitchen at Eastrington school, nr. Howden. 

Eccies.—T.C. approved canteen at Monton 
Mill, for Lancashire Cotton Corporation, Archi- 
tect’s Department, Hopwood Hall, Hopwood, nr. 
Middleton. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for canteen and_re- 
creation rooms at Finnieston-st., for the Sea- 
men’s Trust Corporation, Ltd., for which the 
architect is Magnus Duncan, 243, Eglinton-st., 
Glasgow. Q 

Harrogate.—E.C. progoen central kitchen at 
Oatlands Central school. ae 

Isle of Ely.—E.C. propose dining-reom and 
lavatories at Wisbech Grammar school, Somers- 


and 


rd. 

Kettering.—E.C. propose school kitchen. 

Lancashire —E.C. propose: School canteen 
kitchen at Horwich; structural alterations for 
dining centres at 14 schools, at £2,287. 

Manchester.—The Manchester Ship Canal Co., 
Ltd., propose canteen extensions. 

4 Middieton.—E.C. propose . second 
epot. 

Northamptonshire.—E.C. propose school can- 
teen kitchen at Higham Ferrers. Plans by J. 
Perkins (L.), County Architect, County Hall, 
Northampton. 

Northumberland. — C.C. propose canteen 
kitchen at Seaton Delaval school, at £463. 

North Riding.—E.C. to adapt village-hall at 
Ayton for school canteen. : 

Rowley Regis.—E.C. propose: School kitchen 
at Old Hill New-st. and Old Hill schools; 
dining huts at Blackheath Junior Mixed and 
Infants’ and Beeches-rd. Junior Mixed and In- 
fants’ schools and at Corngreaves Junior Boys’ 
and Girls’ school, 

Stockport—E.C. propose school canteen at 
Edgeley. 7s 

Whitehaven.—E.C. to adapt buildings at St. 
James’ school for dining centre. at £449. 

Wrexham.—E.C. propose dining-hall at Acton 
Playing Fields. 


cooking 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

Denotes provisionally accepted. 

Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 

Chester —Annexe to City Grammar school, 
Queen’s Park, for E.C.. C. Greenwood, City 
S.: *J. Parker, 6, Shipgate-st., Chester, £3,984. 

Chesterfield.—Construction of roads and 
sewers. W. S. Wilson, B.S.: #Frank Haslam, 
Ltd., 4, Regent-ter., Doncaster, £83,027. 

Cromer.—Erection of pump-house at Aylmer- 
ton, for U.D.C. J.C. Melliss & Co., 7-8, Bury- 
st., London, E.C.3, Engineers: *Childs & Spinks, 

romer, £563. z P 
Veecnons ewerinie: levelling, ballasting, con- 
creting and kerbing of roads, for .C. T. Elce, 
B.E.: ¢ Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., 171, 
Shaftesbury-av., London, S.W.1, £14,546. 

Hebburn.—Office extensions, for A. Reyrolle 
& Co., Ltd.: *Alex Anderson, Ltd., Stanmore-rd., 
Newcastle; canteen, for Bushing Co., Ltd. : 
*#Alex Anderson, Ltd., Stanmore-rd., Newcastle, 

Huyton.—_Improvements at Childwall Parade 
branch library, Long View branch library, etc. : 
John Pinnington & Sons, High-st., Roby, nr. 
Liverpool. é ? \ 

isle. of Ely.—Construction of approximately 
two miles of concrete road, for C.C._ A. Mor- 
wood, County S.: *Reed & Mallick, 2, Rolleston- 
st., Salisbury, £15,625. a 

*y ancashire.—Works for T.C. A. T. Nicholson 
(F.), County Architect, County-bldgs., Fisher- 
gate-hill, Preston. Erection of additional 
bicycle accommodation at Stretford High School 
for Boys: *W. Lionel Gray, Ltd., Hospital- 
bldgs., Hospital-rd., Farnworth, nr Bolton, 
£281: reconstruction of latrines at Summit 
school and Smithy Bridge school, nr Little- 
borough: *E. Taylor & Co., Ltd., Ebor Saw 
Mills, Littleborough, nr. Rochdale, £451; im- 
provements at Leigh Girls’ Grammar school : 
*T. Collier & Sons, Ltd., Brown-st. Works: 
#J. F. Leyland, 114, Leigh-rd. (both of Leigh). 

€London (Air Ministry).—List of new con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
October 14 :— - 

Building work: Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Den- 
ham, Uxbridge Middx; J. L. Kier & Con., Ltd., 
London, S.W.1; Higgs & Hill, Ltd., London, 
S.W.8; A. J. Dunning & Sons, Ltd., Weyhill, nr. 
Andover. ’ 

Electrical work: Fishers, Norwich. 

Roofing work: Rock Asphalte Co.. Ltd., Lon- 
don. W.6; McCartney, Ltd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Painting work: P.C.S., Ltd., London, §.W.1. 

Surface dressing work: Anglo-American 
Asphalt Co., Ltd., London, W.C.2; Thames Tar 
Products & Contractors, Ltd., London, 8.W.1. 

Agricultural work: Major Vaisey Davis, Fair- 
ford, Gloucester. : 

General maintenance work: A. Richmond & 
Sons, Retford, Notts; Bosworth & Co., Sher- 
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wood, Nottingham; J. Cryer & Sons, 
wood, Lancs; Pochins 
Bowden, Ches. 


Fleet- 
(Manchester), Litd., 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 
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MEMBERSHIP TO DATE—4,000 
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PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


BATH, BRISTOL, CARDIFF, EXETER, FROME. 
HIGH WYCOMBE, HULL, MANCHESTER, 
MERSEYSIDE, PLYMOUTH, PORTSMOUTH. 
SALISBURY, TORQUAY and WELLINGBOROUGH. 


(Many Branches in course of formation) 









SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 pa. 


"Phone or write 
Secretary : 

23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 

CANonbury 2041/3 











THE BUILDER 


{London (Ministry of Works).—Contracts 
placed by M.O.W. during week ending October 


Denbighshire : hee work, Martin & 
Evans, Cambrian Yard, Bridge-st., Wrexham. 
Durham: Building work, David Glen, Back 
Queen’s-rd., Jarrow-on- Tyne. 

Essex: Building work, Henry Potter (Wm. 
Sharp), Ltd., Fairfield Works, Chelmsford. 
Hampsbh nire : teary work, Snelling & Ray- 
ment, 282, Mitcham-la., Streatham, S.W.16; 
Wm. T, Nicholls (Southern), Ltd., 
rd., Portsmouth, Southampton. 
Hereford : Building and civil engineering, 
ame Cochrane & Sons, Ltd., 39, Victoria-st., 
8. 1 

Northern Ireland: Building work, H. & J. 
Martin, Ltd., 163, Ormeau-rd., Belfast, 

Lancs: Building work, John Brown & Son 
(Bolton), Ltd., 90, Green-la., Bolton, Lanes; 
Ashton Smethurst (Builders),  Ltd., Suffield- st., 


Middleton, Lancs. 
Warwickshire : Building work, J. E. Monsell 
(Cont.), Ltd., Blondvil-st., Cheylesmore, 


Coventry; F. Deeley, Ltd., 208, High-st., Har- 


horne, Birmingham. 

“London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
se ed by War Dept., for week enaed October 

‘Yorks : Heating work, Hobdell Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Leeds. 

Lanes: Hutting (erection), Frank Warburton 
& Son, Warrington, Lanes. 

H. Dare & Son, 


Leics: Hutting (erection), 
Lta. Birraingham 8. 

Suffolk: Miscellaneous work, H. A. Holmes & 
Sons, Ltd., Gredt Yarmouth. 


Tennyson- 


Oxfordshire: Building work, A. C. Carter 
(Oxford), Ltd., Headington, Oxon. 

Surrey: Roadwork, Fitzpatrick & Son (Con. 
tractors), Ltd., London, -E.3. 

Sussex: Miscellaneous work, West Sussex 
Coast Development Co., Ltd., Goring-by-Sea, 


Sussex. 

Manchester.—Works extensions, Ashburton- 
td.: *F. E. Gill & Son, Ashburton-rd., Man- 
chester 17. 

Manchester.—Dormitories, lavatories, etc., at 
club headquarters, Peter-st. and Mount-st., for 
Committee of Y.M.C.A., 56, Peter-st. H. S. 
Fairhurst & Son (FF.), Chancery-chbrs., 55, 
Rrown-st., architects: ey Gerrard & Sons, 
Ltd., Pendlebury-rd., Swinton, Manchester. 

Muirton.—Erection of prefabricated semi- 
permanent church hall: *Ramage & Cooper, 
Perth, £1,730. 

Rainford.—Erection of temporary branch 
or *T. Winstanley, Woodlands, Rainford, 
nr. Helens, £460 

Roahdale. —Additions at Tenterhouse Mills, for 
Bleachers’ Association, Ltd., Blackfriars House, 











Boyle’s «-ai-pump” Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 


Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 


HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 

















October 20 1944 


Parsonage, Manchester 3: *#John Smith (Nor- 
den), Ltd., Norden Saw Mills, nr. Rochdale. 

Rochdale.—Works canteen at Arkwright Cot- 
ton Mills, Roch-st., Hamer, for Lancashire 
Cotton Corporation, Ltd, : *James Hartley, Cob- 
den-st., Chadderton, nr. Oldham. 

Sheffield. —Adaptation of properties for hons- 
ing purposes at (a) 62, Glen-rd. (two flats); (b) 
375-385, Glossop-rd. to 18 flats; and (c) 30, Oak 
hill-rd. to two flats, for T.C. W. George price 
(F.), City A.: *#(a) H. Burnand, £759; (b) P. 
Murfitt, 60, “Ashlands-rd., Sharrow 7, 24,508; 
*(c) Ackroyd & Abbott, 61, Studley- rd., Atter- 
cliffe 9, £654 (all of Sheffield). 

Shrewsbury.— Exterior painting of (a) 179 
houses at Racecourse housing estate; and (b) 
exterior painting for 158 houses at Cotton Hill 
Estate, for T.C. _A. W. Ward, B.8.: #(a) T. 
Mansell & Son, Belle Vue-rd. ; *(b) Pugh & 
Waite, Beeches-la., Town Walls (both of Shrews- 
ury). 

Stafford.—Construction of sewage, surface 
water sewers and formation of pitched road 
foundations, etc., at Silkmore-la. housing. es- 
tate, for T.C. W. Plant, B.S.: *Greenly Bros., 
Penn-rd., Wolverhampton, £13,907. 

Stockport. —Offices, lavatories and extensions 
to works. Peter Peirce & Son, ar ig 9 = 
St. Petersgate: #*Henry Bardsley & Son, 
Booth-st., Stockport. 

Wem.—Canteen kitchen, for Shropshire E.C. 
J. Guy Chant (F.), County A., 5, Belmont, 
Shrewsbury: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Vilehouse-la., Denham, Uxbridge, Mddx., £912. 

West Hartlepool.—Erection of sculleries at 
Lynnfield and St. Aidan’s C.E. schools, for 
E.C.: *Rennie & Sons, West Hartlepool. 
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